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SAINTS AWAY GAME TRAVEL 

WITH AIRLYNX EXPRESS 


Sat 8th April 
Tues 25th April 


West Brom 
Chelsea 


£20.00pp 

£18.00pp 


Sat 6th May 
Sat 13th May 


Pick up points: St Mary's Stadium, AFC Totton, Fleming Park, Eastleigh, 
Sainsbury's Bitterne, King Alfreds Statue, Winchester. 

Please call Tracey on 02380 736823 to book your place. 
Monday - Friday 8.30am - 5pm 


EXECUTIVE COACH WITH 
TOILET & DRINKS FACILITIES 


Liverpool £TBC 

Middlesborough £TBC 
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Play-off 

chances 

disappear 

Winchester City 0 
Barnstaple 3 
WINCHESTER’S last 
mathematical chance of the 
play-offs were ended when 
they suffered a disappointing 
home defeat at the hands of 
Barnstaple. 

It was Craig Davis’s 
first match as Winchester 
manager and they got off to 
a bad start when, in the third 
minute, a cross from Craig 
Allen was deflected into his 
own net by a Winchester 
defender. 

Winchester applied a lot 
of pressure but the final ball 
was lacking at times. 

Andy Jenkinson with a free 
kick and Craig Feeney had 
shots well saved by Steven 
Oliver. But Barnstaple came 
the closest to scoring when 
an effort hit the crossbar. 

Stuart Green saw a 
powerful shot veer just wide 
and Joe Briggs put a cross in 
that no-one could get on the 
end of. 

Half-time: Winchester City 
0 Barnstaple 1 

Winchester came close at 
the start of the second-half 
on a couple of occasions 
hitting the top of the 



Winchester's Jamie Barron, 
right. 

crossbar and forcing Steven 
Oliver to tip over the bar on 
another. 

However, as the half 
progressed Barnstaple came 
more into the game, with 
Liam Gregory and Jack 
Jenkins going close. 

Barnstaple added a second 
goal in the 75th minute when 
Ryan Turner was fouled 
in the box. Liam Gregory 
converted the resulting 
penalty. 

After substitute Shaun 
Copp added a third, 
Winchester never looked like 
getting back into the game 
and, although Barnstaple’s 
Craig Allen received a second 
yellow card, it was too late to 
make any difference. 



FINK NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


EASTLEIGH 1 GATESHEAD 1 


Spitfires' solid 

Simon CM 

Walter _•/ 


EASTLEIGH extended their un¬ 
beaten run to four matches with 
this draw against one of the Na¬ 
tional League’s form teams. 

After a dire first half, the Spit¬ 
fires went behind in the 57th min¬ 
ute to Gus Mafuta’s low shot from 
the edge of the area. 

But they equalised within a cou¬ 
ple of minutes courtesy of Ayo 
Obileye’s second goal in as many 
games. 

After three successive wins, 
that was the way it stayed against 
a play-off-chasing Gateshead side 
that had only dropped four points 
from 27 going into this game. 

Eastleigh manager Richard 
Hill named the same side that 
started Tuesday night’s 3-2 win at 
Torquay United, where defender 
Obileye scored the Spitfires’ sec¬ 
ond goal. 

After an immaculate minute’s 
silence for those who died during 
Wednesday’s atrocity in Westmin¬ 
ster, the Spitfires started promis¬ 
ingly when Sam Matthews fed 
James Constable in the opening 
minute with a sublime through 
ball. 

But Constable’s cross from the 
left was gathered by Gateshead 
goalkeeper James Montgomery 
- and that was as good as a it got 
before half-time. 

At least Matthews continued to 
impress with his eye for a pass. 

Trouble was, there was pre¬ 
cious little cutting edge from the 
home side. 

Matt Tubbs’ shot was deflected 
through to Montgomery and cen¬ 
tre-half Liam Hogan headed back 
to his keeper under pressure from 
the former Crawley Town striker. 

Michael Green saw a shot de¬ 
flected over the bar and Gates¬ 
head midfielder Mafuta did well 
to cut out a Matthews through 
ball to Ryan Burge. 

Gateshead forward Jordan Bur¬ 
row went off for treatment on a 
head wound and a rare blemish 
from Matthews, a shanked a left- 
footed corner, summed up a woe¬ 
ful opening period. 

Obileye, the left-sided of East¬ 
leigh’s three centre-halves in the 
new system that has worked so 
well for Hill’s men of late, was 
booked for a foul on Wes York on 
the edge of the Easteigh penalty 
area. 

When the delivery was cleared, 
the Spitfires swiftly countered, 
the move ending when Tubbs’ 
first-time left-footer went nar¬ 
rowly wide of the angle of post 
and crossbar. 


There was more excitement in 
the opening minute of the sec¬ 
ond half than there was in the 
previous 45 as Constable rounded 
Montgomery and struck the out¬ 
side of the post from the byline. 

Constable also had a shot 
blocked after following Burge’s 
tackle in the centre circle. Burge 
threatened himself from the re¬ 
sulting throw-in, lobbing nar¬ 


rowly over the bar from inside the 
Gateshead penalty area. 

Matthews was on the end of 
a few welcome-to-the-National 
League challenges, including a 
cruncher from Mafuta that left 
the Cherries loanee limping gin¬ 
gerly away. 

Mafuta made a decisive contri¬ 
bution shortly afterwards, firing 
in the first goal of the afternoon 


in the 57th minute, with the help 
of a deflection. 

But Eastleigh were level within 
two minutes, Obileye stabbing in 
the equaliser from close range in 
front of the new-look Shed End. 

The ball was fired back into a 
packed penalty area by Green and 
when Burge intercepted it, Obil¬ 
eye was there to net his fourth 
Eastleigh goal and his second in 
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with ten minutes left. 

The Eastleigh goalkeeper came 
out of his area to block the shot 
after the Gateshead striker was 
put clean through. 

Gavin Hoyte was booked for a 
foul 15 yards inside the Eastleigh 
half and when the resulting free 
kick was headed goalwards, Fy- 
field’s shot from the follow-up was 
also blocked. 

In injury time, Eastleigh were 
awarded a free kick on the edge 
of the Gateshead area. 

Steam’s shot was blocked and 
Togwell also had a swing at it be¬ 
fore Wilson shot wide as the Spit¬ 
fires appealed in vain for hand¬ 
ball. 

With the last kick of the game, 
Wilson should have won it. McAl¬ 
lister did brilliantly to tee him up 
with a slide-rule pass along the 
edge of the box. 

But Wilson scuffed the oppor¬ 
tunity and Montgomery made a 
comfortable save. 

Hill said: “We need to be better 
with the ball, but we look more 
organised than we did six weeks 
ago. 

“We looked a bit leggy in the 
last ten to 15 minutes, the forma¬ 
tion we play is asking a lot of the 
three midfielders. 

“But it was a good response to 
going behind. Credit to the lads, 
they deserved that.” 

Eastleigh: Stack, Hoyte, Reid, Obileye; 
Odoffin, Burge (Stearn 80), Togwell, 
Matthews, Green; Constable (McAllister 67), 
Tubbs (Wilson 67). 

Subs not used: Dugdale, Cole 
Gateshead: Montgomery, M Smith, Hogan, 
Fyfield, Brundle, Mafuta, McLaughlin, G 
Smith (Bolton 65); York, Johnson, Burrow, 
Subs not used: Hanford, Ajala, Bell, Green 
Attendance: 2,393 


Tubbs. 

A brilliant run down the left 
from Gateshead No 9 Johnson 
was followed by a cross that East¬ 
leigh were relieved to see flash 
across Graham Stack’s six-yard 
box with no white shirt on hand 
to convert. 

Wilson responded in kind be¬ 
fore he was crowded out on the 
edge of the Gateshead area. 


Stack produced his first save of 
note in the 73rd minute, diving 
low to his left and holding on to 
Patrick McLaughlin’s scuffed left- 
footer following a good run down 
the left from Jamal Fyfield. 

Obileye went down after a clash 
of heads before Johnson fired a 
left-footer across goal and nar¬ 
rowly wide of the far post. 

Johnson was thwarted by Stack 


as many games, as Gateshead ap¬ 
pealed in vain for offside. 

Hakeem Odoffin was booked for 
a foul that forced Gateshead left 
wing-back George Smith to limp 
off midway through the second 
half. 

Shortly afterwards Eastleigh 
made a double change up top with 
Scott Wilson and Craig McAllis¬ 
ter coming on for Constable and 


Salisbury 
blown away 

Salisbury 0 Hereford 4 
HEREFORD clinched the 
Evo-Stik Southern League 
championship with a 
crushing 4-0 win over 
Salisbury, whose play-off 
hopes took an untimely 
knock. 

They blew Salisbury away 
with three goals in the 
opening half-hour to spark 
celebrations for the 700 
travelling fans who sang and 
partied their way through 
the match. 

Hereford went ahead in the 
fourth minute. Top scorer 
John Mills crossed from 
the right to pick-out Mike 
Symons who headed home at 
the far post. 

Ten minutes later Hereford 
doubled their lead when 
Salisbury’s defence was 
unable to deal with a corner 
kick the ever dangerous 
Mills forced on the left. 

Salisbury defender George 
Colson cleared an effort 
from Symons from under 
the bar and Jamie Molyneux 
followed up to make it 2-0. 

Team Solent hotshot Jesse 
Waller-Lassen signed by 



Salisbury's George Colson 


Steve Claridge in midweek, 
saw a rare Salisbury shot 
charged down before 
Hereford struck a third 
stunning goal on the half 
hour. 

Pablo Haysham, arrowed 
a superb 20-yard shot into 
the top right-hand corner to 
knock Salisbury clean out of 
the contest. 

Salisbury caused two 
moments on unease in the 
Hereford defence either 
side of a fourth goal and a 
personal second for Symons 
to put the result beyond all 
doubt. 

Before that goalkeeper Alex 
Harris palmed an effort from 
O’Keefe onto the bar, while 
later Colson was unlucky 
when from Louis Benson’s 
cross, he had a shot charged 
down. 

Hereford’s fans charged 
onto the pitch in good 
natured fashion to celebrate 
their championship triumph. 
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Taylor 'in bits' 
over tackle 

JOE Allen declared Neil Taylor was 
“in bits” over the horror challenge 
which left Republic of Ireland 
captain Seamus Coleman with a 
broken leg. 

Everton full-back Coleman was 
given oxygen and carried from the 
field on a stretcher after being 
caught in the 69th-minute of Friday’s 
fiery World Cup qualifier between 
the Republic and Wales in Dublin. 

The Football Association of Ireland 
confirmed after the goalless draw 
that Coleman had broken his right 
leg and the 28-year-old is expected 
to undergo surgery on Saturday. 

Wales manager Chris Coleman 
said Taylor had gone into the 
Republic dressing room after the 
game to see the Ireland captain, 
although he did not think he had 
managed to do so. 

Taylor spent eight months out of 
the game after breaking his ankle in 
2012 and midfielder Allen said the 
Aston Villa defender was devastated 
by the incident. 

“He’s in bits to be honest,” Allen 
said. 

“Tayls is one of my best mates and 
he’s a great guy. He’s really 
disappointed that one of his tackles 
has ended up getting someone hurt. 

“But unfortunately in football these 
things can happen. 

“There was no malice in the tackle 
and he certainly wouldn’t have 
intended to hurt anyone. 

“I know him as well as anyone and 



Taylor is sent off 


I think everyone is disappointed, and 
from Seamus’ point of view it 
doesn’t look great.” 

Allen was involved in the game’s 
first flashpoint just before half-time 
when he was caught by the swinging 
forearm of Stoke team-mate Glenn 
Whelan. 

The two sets of players squared up 
to each other and, as the action 
became more fraught, the Republic 
felt Gareth Bale was fortunate to 
escape with a booking for his 
goalmouth challenge on John 
O’Shea. 

Moments later Taylor went in hard 
on Coleman and Italian referee 
Nicola Rizzoli did not hesitate in 
brandishing a red card. 

“He (Whelan) has given me 
assurances that he didn’t mean it,” 
Allen said of his club colleague. 

“It happens when you come up 
against players you know, team¬ 
mates, and there’s no hard feelings 
at all. 

“I’ll have to see it back. At the time 
I thought I was caught by an elbow. 
Who knows?” 

Bale’s booking, his second of the 
competition, rules him out of Wales’ 
next game - the trip to new Group D 
leaders Serbia on June 11. 

Serbia’s 3-1 win in Georgia took 
them above the Republic on goal 
difference. 







SAINTS 


Finally, Saints are 


By Simon j 

Carter _ J&j' 


Saints have 13 games left of a 
2016/17 season which has con¬ 
tained more than its fair share 
of impressive highs and dismal 
lows. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
the remaining matches, only four 
of which are away from St Mary’s. 

Bournemouth 

(h) April 1 

Saints return to St Mary’s for 
the first time since February 4 - a 
run of almost two months with¬ 
out a first team home fixture. 

A game against Arsenal was 
postponed due to Saints’ League 
Cup final appearance, while Man¬ 
chester United’s scheduled visit 
was postponed due to their FA 
Cup involvement. 

Eddie Howe’s Cherries will 
make the short distance to St 
Mary’s buoyed by a three-game 
unbeaten run which has eased 
relegation fears. 

An impressive point at Old Traf- 
ford - with ten men, as ex-Saint 
Andrew Surman had been sent 
off - was followed by back to back 
home wins over West Ham and 
Swansea. 

Eddie Howe’s men have only 
won twice in the league away 
from home this term. 

Chelsea loanee Nathan Ake net¬ 
ted the only goal at Stoke in mid 
November, and Cherries also won 
3-0 at Swansea on New Year’s Eve. 

Bournemouth have the third 
worst away defensive record in 
the top flight. 

They have conceded 31 goals in 
their 14 matches, including six 
at Goodison Park. Only Hull (35) 
and Swansea (33) have conceded 
more. 

Ex-Saint Artur Boruc has again 
been a regular in his third season 
at Cherries. 

He has played in all but two of 
his side’s 29 top flight games. 

Adam Federici deputised in the 
1-0 win at Stoke and the 3-1 loss 
at Arsenal in November, which 
Boruc - now 36 - missed due to in¬ 
jury 

Crystal Palace 

(h) April 5 

Saints turned in one of the 
worst displays of the season at 
Selhurst Park in early December 
to lose 3-0. 

At the time, Palace had lost 
their previous six league games 
and the win gave under pressure 
boss Alan Pardew some breathing 
space. 

Not too much, as it turned out, 
though - the ex-Saint was sacked 
three days before Christmas after 


picking up only one point from 
the next three games. 

Sam Allardyce’s reign started 
slowly but Palace, briefly down 
in the drop zone, have recently 
recovered with successive wins 
against Middlesbrough and West 
Brom. 

That was after they followed up 
a heartening 2-0 win at Cherries 
with an abject 4-0 home surrender 


to rock bottom Sunderland - all 
the goals coming in the first half. 

Christian Benteke will be a gi¬ 
ant presence against a Saints de¬ 
fence minus the still injured Vir¬ 
gil Van Dijk. 

The Belgian has struck nine 
league goals, including a double 
against Saints - though he has 
only netted twice in 14 games 
since his brace against Claude 


Puel’s men. 

Wilfried Zaha, once a senior 
England international but now 
an Ivory Coast man - hence his 
recent appearances in the Af¬ 
rica Cup of Nations - is always 
a tricky opponent and has five 
league goals to his name. 

West Brom 
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at home again! 



(a) April 8 

The surprise side of this sea¬ 
son’s Premier League. 

Currently holding down eighth 
place, that is a big improvement 
on the previous season’s 17th, 
13th and 14th positions. 

The Baggies did finish eighth 
in 2012/13 but anywhere higher 
would be the club’s best season 


since finishing fourth in the top 
flight in 1980-81. 

Venezuelan striker Solomon 
Rondon is their top league scorer 
with just seven goals. 

He has not netted since a hat- 
trick of headers against Swansea 
back on December 14. 

Centre half Gareth McAuley is 
the club’s second top league scor¬ 
er with six goals. 


Elsewhere, midfielders James 
Morrison and Nacer Chadli both 
have five in the league. 

Tony Pulis’ men claimed a sur¬ 
prise 2-1 win at St Mary’s on New 
Year’s Eve - one of five league 
games Saints have lost after tak¬ 
ing the lead. 

West Brom have a decent home 
record, having won eight of 
their last ten games - only los¬ 


ing to Manchester United (not 
a big shock) and Crystal Palace 
(a big shock). Last time out they 
stunned Arsenal 3-1. 

Saints have only managed one 
goal in their last four league vis¬ 
its to the Hawthorns - and that 
was a Rickie Lambert penalty on 
the opening day of the 2013/14 
season. 

Manchester City 

(h) April 15 

Saints welcome Pep Guardiola 
to St Mary’s for the first time. 

The Spaniard’s arrival at the 
Etihad was eagerly awaited by 
footballing purists, and City start¬ 
ed by rattling off 10 successive 
wins in all competitions (includ¬ 
ing six in the league). 

They then failed to win any of 
their next six matches, including 
a 1-1 home draw against Saints. 

Guardiola was brought in to de¬ 
liver the ultimate prize, Champi¬ 
ons League glory. 

After all, his predecessor, Ma¬ 
nuel Pellegrini, couldn’t keep his 
job despite taking City to the semi 
finals for the first time. 

City are out of that tournament, 
after losing to Monaco on away 
goals, but are through the semi 
finals of the FA Cup. 

As usual, Sergio Aguero is the 
man Saints must watch. 

He has 13 league goals to his 
name and 25 in all competitions, 
from just 28 starts plus seven as a 
sub. 

Raheem Sterling is second high¬ 
est league marksman with six 
goals, but City’s main strength is 
their superb array of attacking 
talent. 

If you keep Aguero and Sterling 
quiet - and not many do - there 
is still Kevin de Bruyne, Yaya 
Toure, David Silva, Leroy Sane 
and Nolito to contend with. 

Chelsea 

(a) April 25 

Though Saints famously won 
at Stamford Bridge last term, as 
Jose Mourinho’s men botched 
their title defence, the Blues are a 
different proposition under Anto¬ 
nio Conte. 

They also have a great home re¬ 
cord, with 12 wins and only one 
loss - and that defeat was back 
in September to Liverpool. Since 
then, Chelsea have won their last 
13 home games in all competi¬ 
tions (10 in the league and three 
in the FA Cup). 

Diego Costa and Eden Hazard 
scored when Chelsea won 2-0 at 
St Mary’s last October, and they 
remain the two talismen. 

They have struck 17 and 11 
times respectively in the league 
this term - compared to only 12 
and four times in 2015/16. 

Continued on page 6 


Hart to lead 
England 

MANAGER Gareth Southgate has 
confirmed Joe Hart will captain 
England in the World Cup qualifying 
match against Lithuania tomorrow. 

Gary Cahill led England against 
Germany on Friday but the Chelsea 
defender is suspended for Sunday’s 
match. 

And Southgate confirmed at a 
press conference on Saturday that 
Manchester City goalkeeper Hart, 
currently on loan with Torino, would 
have the armband for the Wembley 
contest. 

He said: “Joe is our most-capped 
international and showed maturity 
since last summer’s (European 
Championship) disappointment.” 

Southgate also gave more detail 
about the injury which rules 
Manchester United defender Chris 
Smalling out of Sunday’s contest. 

“He picked up a knock towards the 
end of the game in Germany. After 
assessment, he wouldn’t be ready 
for tomorrow,” he said. 

England’s friendly defeat in 
Dortmund on Wednesday was 
marred by fans booing the German 
national anthem and singing 
distasteful songs. 

Southgate said: “Supporters 
represent the country when they go 
away and the majority do that. 

“Unfortunately some were 
chanting things the other night that 
were unacceptable - but we’d prefer 
to focus on those that support us 
well. 



England keeper Joe Hart 

“It’s a sell-out crowd tomorrow and 
we’re grateful for that support.” 

On Lithuania, the England boss 
said: “We’ll have to pay attention to 
their wide players. They’re good in 
counter-attack and against Scotland 
scored with some good interplay 
with their front players. 

“We’ll have to make sure our 
attention is correct on set-plays. 
They’ll be the key areas for us. 

“We want to play with a good 
tempo and press with a good tempo 
but also have calmness. Against 
Germany I thought we played with 
controlled aggression without the 
ball...sometimes just having that 
calmness in the opposite half of the 
pitch is a good reminder for us. 

“It’s important to make good 
decisions and we are capable of 
doing that. There’s no need to rush 
those things if we haven’t scored in 
the first 25-30 minutes. 

“We need to make sure we make 
good chances rather than shots we 
don’t need to take on, move the ball 
quickly but in a controlled manner.” 

Southgate was keen to praise the 
contribution of Jermain Defoe, who 
is back in the squad at the age of 34 
after impressing with the Premier 
League’s bottom club, Sunderland. 

Southgate added: “He’s always 
had the ability to finish but he’s in a 
very good condition. 
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Reward hope 
for Gordon 

KENNY Dalglish hopes Gordon 
Strachan is rewarded for the 
“guts” and “heart” he showed in 
continuing as Scotland boss. 

Strachan’s future came under 
scrutiny after consecutive 3-0 
defeats left Scotland in fifth place in 
Group F of Europe’s World Cup 
qualifiers, but both he and the 
Scottish Football Association 
decided to carry on into Sunday’s 
visit of Slovenia. 

And Dalglish believes his former 
Scotland team-mate deserves a 
break. 

Scotland’s record cap holder said: 
“I don’t think the SFA were wavering, 
were they? And I don’t think Gordon 
was wavering. 

“People like to apportion blame, 
and it’s usually the case that the 
manager is going to cop it. 

“But I don’t think anybody could 
have done a better job than what 
wee Gordon has done so far. 

“Whether he wants to maintain the 
role was put in question and he 
certainly poured cold water over the 
fire for that one. He certainly came 
out very strongly. 

“And by the way it just shows you 
how passionate he is. There are a 
lot of people with , t 
less guts and less 
heart that would 
have maybe 
walked away, and 
maybe less belief 
in the players 
would have walked 
away. So good 
luck to him.” 

Scotland missed Strachan 
out on Euro 2016 

after defeat by Georgia, combined 
with Poland and Republic of 
Ireland’s victories over Germany, 
saw them finish fourth. 

Their form has worsened but 
Dalglish is encouraged by the 
number of Scots now playing in the 
top flight in England. 

The former Celtic and Liverpool 
hero, who was promoting the 2017 
McDonald’s Grassroots Awards, 
added: “There’s a few Scottish 
players in recent years that have 
started playing in the Premier 
League that we never had before. 
You go through the teams and there 
are one or two in there, and that’s 
progress from where we were. 

“The more players you have got 
playing at a high level, the better 
chance you have got with getting 
results as a national team. 

“It has been disappointing, I think 
everyone would admit that, and 
there will be nobody more 
disappointed than Gordon. But I 
think it’s moving forward. 

“Slowly, but it is moving forward.” 



Gordon 







SAINTS 


Tough finish to 


from page 5 

Chelsea are the top flight’s joint 
top home scorers with 36 goals - 
the same as Liverpool - and also 
possess the joint best home defen¬ 
sive record (conceding just eight 
times in 13 games, the same as 
Tottenham). 

Hull City 

(h) April 29 

The Tigers were among most 
people’s pre-season lists to be rel¬ 
egated, and they have not disap¬ 
pointed. 

Going into the international 
break they were three points 
adrift of fourth bottom Swansea, 
and their away record is in des¬ 
perate need of improvement. 

After winning 2-0 at Swansea 
on August 20, they have picked 
up just two points from 14 away 
games - a 1-1 draw at Burnley and 
a shock 0-0 stalemate at Old Traf- 
ford. 

After sacking boss Mike Phelan 
in early January, they could ill af¬ 
ford to lose any of their top play¬ 
ers. 

But that is exactly what hap¬ 
pened with Jake Livermore mov¬ 
ing to West Brom for £10m and top 
scorer Robert Snodgrass joining 
West Ham for £7m. 

New boss Marco Silva has won 
home games against Cherries, 
Liverpool and Swansea, but the 
Tigers are still in deep trouble. 

Saints suffered a 2-1 loss on 
Humberside last November, slam¬ 
ming back down to earth after the 
high of beating Inter Milan three 
days earlier. 

It would be a huge shock if Hull 
completed the double. 

History is firmly against them 
doing that - they have not won in 
14 visits to Saints since February 
1951. 

Liverpool 



(a) May 6 

The big question is this: Will Ju¬ 
rgen Klopp’s men actually man¬ 
age to score against Saints this 
time! 

The teams have met three times 


already this season, and Liver¬ 
pool have yet to hit the target. 

Given that Klopp’s men are the 
top flight’s leading marksmen - 
with 60 goals - that shows just how 
well Claude Puel’s men have done 


against the Reds. 

Liverpool dominated the 0-0 
stalemate at St Mary’s last No¬ 
vember but Saints were well 
worth their 2-0 aggregate League 
Cup semi final success. 



Scottish 

Highland Railways 

5 days from £599 Flying direct from 
Southampton, April to October 2017 
Experience some of the world’s most spectacular scenery 
as you journey on three of Scotland’s most scenic railways. 

Tour highlights 

y/ Rail travel from Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh 
y/ Journey on the steam-hauled Strathspey Railway 
Cross the famous Glenfinnan Viaduct on the 42-mile 
journey from Fort William to Mallaig 
y/ Visit the famous Highland resort of Aviemore 

Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced tour manager 
Four nights’ dinner, bed and Scottish breakfast 
accommodation, return flights and transfers 


Reader Offer Newmarket 





Daily Echo 


call 0330 160 7751 


Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsll254 



These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL protected 
2325. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply Standard phone charges 


IIABTA 

Travel with confidence 
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Saints' season 



Hull City's Robert Snodgrass scores the winner against Saints back in 
early November. 


Reds fans will point out that 
ex-Saint Sadio Mane missed both 
League Cup ties due to Africa 
Cup of Nations commitments. 
And, given he is his club’s 12-goal 
Premier League top scorer, they 
might have a point. 

Lowly Swansea are the only 
visiting side to have won in the 
league at Anfield this term. 

Middlesbrough 

(a) May 13 

Boro are facing a battle to en¬ 
sure their Premier League return 
isn’t over after just one season. 

But if they are to stay up, they 
need more goals. 

After 28 games, they have only 
managed a dismal 20 - easily the 
lowest in the top flight. 

They have only managed eight 
in 14 away games, a run which 
includes a 1-0 loss at St Mary’s in 
December. 

Boro’s defensive record is good. 
Following last weekend’s round 
of matches they had conceded 
fewer goals than Liverpool or Ar¬ 
senal (or Saints, for that matter). 


It’s at the other end of the pitch 
that the problems lie. 

Only six-goal Alvaro Negredo 
and four-goal Cristhian Stuani 
have netted more than twice in 
the league - and two of the latter’s 
goals came at Sunderland on the 
opening day of the season. 

Stoke 


(h) May 21 

Saints’ trip to Stoke in Decem¬ 
ber produced a dull 0-0 stalemate. 

Hopefully there is more excite¬ 
ment and entertainment at St 
Mary’s, though almost certainly 
both sides will be marooned in 
mid-table by then with little to 
play for. 

Saints have finished their home 
seasons well in recent years - a 


6-1 thrashing of Aston Villa and a 
4-1 victory over Crystal Palace in 
Ronald Koeman’s two seasons. 

It would be nice to think Claude 
Puel’s men could do something 
similar against a Stoke side who 
have so far only won at Hull, Wat¬ 
ford and Sunderland this term. 

Arsenal (h) 

No date has yet been fixed for 
what could turn out to be Arsene 
Wenger’s last visit to St Mary’s. 

The Frenchman has mixed emo¬ 
tions of his last two appearances 
at the stadium. 

On Boxing Day 2015 Saints 
strolled to a remarkable 4-0 win 

- Shane Long scoring twice - but 
a below-strength XI were ham¬ 
mered 5-0 by the Gunners in an 
FA Cup fourth round tie less than 
two months ago. 

Ex-Saint Theo Walcott struck a 
hat-trick that day past a Saints XI 
including teenager Harry Lewis 
in goal. 

For the first time in his Arsenal 
career - which started in Septem¬ 
ber 1996 - Wenger is facing the 
real prospect of not finishing in 
the top four. 

When the league resumes next 
weekend, they find themselves 
fifth - albeit having games in hand 

- with confidence no doubt still 
fragile after four recent league 
losses (to Watford, Chelsea, Liver¬ 
pool and West Brom) and a Cham¬ 
pions League humiliation against 
Bayern Munich. 

But they could still win the FA 
Cup for the third time in four sea¬ 
sons - and for the seventh time in 
Wenger’s reign. 

The only teams they have beat¬ 
en since an FA Cup win against 
a below strength Saints side on 
January 28 have been non leagu¬ 
ers Sutton and Lincoln in the FA 
Cup and Hull in the league. 

Man United (h) 

No date has yet been set for 
United’s appearance at St Mary’s. 

One thing is for sure, though - 
whenever it is, Zlatan Ibrahimov- 
ic will be the man to watch. 

Claude Puel is probably sick of 
the sight of him, and for good rea¬ 
son. 

Last season, playing for Paris St 
Germain against Puel’s Nice, the 
Swedish star struck five times in 
two La Ligue matches. 

And this season he has four in 
two games against Saints, includ¬ 
ing the late winner at Wembley 
last month. 

The last time Saints beat United 
at St Mary’s was back in August 
2003, courtesy of a late header 
from James Beattie. 

United have won the last two 
meetings at St Mary’s - 2-1 in De¬ 
cember 2014 and 3-2 in September 
2015 with new signing Anthony 
Martial netting twice. 


Norway 
test for Nl 

NORTHERN Ireland host Norway in 
a World Cup qualifier on Sunday 
hoping to take another significant 
step on the road to Russia. 

Four games into their 10-match 
campaign, Michael O’Neill’s men 
have taken seven points and lie 
second behind Germany in the quest 
to pick up a play-off berth. 

Here, Press Association Sport 
looks at the talking points ahead of 
the encounter with the Norwegians 
at Windsor Park. 

WHAT CAN WE EXPECT FROM 
NORWAY? 

An improvement, surely. A nation 
that beat Brazil at the World Cup 19 
years ago became the first to 
concede an away goal in 15 years to 
San Marino back in October. Four 
players who started the last game 
will not in Belfast through injury, 
suspension or retirement, and the 
uber-experienced Lars Lagerback 
has since come in as manager. 

HOW WILL O’NEILL SET UP? 

Predicting O’Neill’s Northern 
Ireland XI - once a straightforward 
task - now involves a degree of 
guesswork. There should be at least 
two changes from the side that 
defeated Azerbaijan in the last 
qualifier as Shane Ferguson is 
suspended and Corry Evans has not 
played since January, while Craig 
Cathcart’s comeback could see a 
return to the back three that was so 
effective at the Euros. Up front 
Conor Washington is the form striker 
but has worked best in a two. 

CAN THE WEST BROM TRIO BRING 
THEIR CLUB FORM WITH THEM? 

Strong West Brom, strong 
Northern Ireland? That is the way it 
has been at the start of this 
campaign with Jonny Evans, Gareth 
McAuley and Chris Brunt all 
excellent for club and country. The 
criminally underrated Evans remains 
one of English football’s finest 
centre-backs and at 37 his defensive 
colleague 
McAuley has 
played every 
minute for the 
Baggies, 
weighing in 
with more 
Premier League 
goals than 
Riyad Mahrez 
and Mesut Ozil 
too. 

CAN 

WASHINGTON 
STEP UP? 

Just over a 
year to the day that he made his 
international bow, former non¬ 
league striker Washington must now 
be thought of as ‘the man’. Kyle 
Lafferty has at least been used by 
Norwich recently, though he has not 
scored in those fleeting cameos and 
O’Neill will know he has an in-form 
alternative who has been netting 
Championship goals in Washington. 
WOULD NORTHERN IRELAND BE 
SATISFIED WITH JUST A POINT? 

Second place in Group C is the 
best on offer given Germany have all 
but sewn up the qualifying spot 
already. Northern Ireland hold the 
advantage heading into this round of 
fixtures but only on goal difference 
over the Azeris, and O’Neill’s men 
are only two and four points ahead 
of the Czech Republic and Norway 
respectively. Fixtures at Windsor 
Park are seen as pivotal to the 
country’s fortunes in this campaign 
and their most recent competitive 
loss came against Portugal in 2013. 
There is a secret points target that 
O’Neill’s side are striving for each 
round, so will anything less than 10 
heading into the summer be seen as 
a failure? 



Joshua King of 
Cherries and 
Norway. 
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NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


Murray: My idea 
to sack Saunders 



Ian Saunders was this week sacked as Winchester City boss. Inset, Paul Murray 


WINCHESTER City chairman 
Paul Murray has confirmed that 
it was his decision to sack Ian 
Saunders. 

Director of football David 
Malone broke the news to Saun¬ 
ders on Tuesday, 24 hours after 
meeting with Murray to review 
the club’s season and plan for 
next term. 

Murray explained his decision 
on the club’s online message 
board, following confirmation 
that Craig Davis has resigned as 
Fleet Town manager to replace 
Saunders till the end of the sea¬ 
son. 

He wrote: “I can confirm that it 
is I who was probably the prime 
mover of the decisions that led to 
the discussions with Ian, which 
resulted in his leaving the club. 

“As Chairman, it is my respon¬ 
sibility to ensure that the strate¬ 
gies we adopt are those that are 
best for the club in its aspiration 
to move forward and progress. 
And at this time of year we start 
to make plans for next season. 

“Hence the discussions that 
were taking place. Those discus¬ 
sions did not end well for Ian. 

“Ian is a fine man, with lots of 
energy,enthusiasm and hard en¬ 
deavour and it is for that reason I 
wish him well in the future. 

“We also welcome Craig Davis 
to the club, who has done great 
job in difficult circumstances at 
Fleet. 

“We have seen what he has ac¬ 
complished there and it is clear 
that he will be a great asset to 
Winchester City. 

“We are indebted to Fleet for 
their kind co-operation over his 
move and I have thanked their 
vice chairman on behalf of Win¬ 
chester City.” 

Malone said: “Sus (Saunders) 
has done a manful job in very dif¬ 
ficult circumstances but things 
have gone off the boil - we haven’t 
won a game in eight and have 
nothing to play for. 

“Paul was more in favour of a 
change than I was. He had some 
pretty strong views and we decid¬ 
ed on balance that it was time for 
a change, in the best interests of 
the club. 

“We think the league will be 
wide open next season without 
Hereford and with one other side 
going up. 

“Since he’s been at the club 
Sus’s army commitments have 


taken him away twice. It’s debili¬ 
tating. Since he last went away we 
haven’t won a game. 

“That may be a coincidence but 
doesn’t give us the continuity we 
need and there’s no way he could 
guarantee it wouldn’t happen 
again next season.” 

Malone and Murray appointed 
Saunders following Paul Masters’ 
resignation last July. Masters was 
frustrated by the budget at his 
disposal after leading City to the 
Evostik Southern One (S & W) 
play-offs last season. 

Saunders was sacked with City 
11th after their recent poor run. 

“We haven’t had a disastrous 
season but Paul and I are ambi¬ 
tious and want to do better than 
ok,” continued Malone. 

“It would have been easy not 
to make that call but we had the 


courage of our convictions. Paul 
had some pretty strong views and 
decided on balance that it was 
time for a change. 

“Sus is a good guy and tried 
very hard but we don’t think he 
was getting a decent response 
from the players of late. We’ve 
got a decent squad and we want to 
build on it. 

“Sus has done nothing wrong, 
he gave it his best shot and it was 
a very difficult conversation I had 
with him. 

“I’ve got a lot of respect for the 
guy and I genuinely hope he does 
well in his next job. Given the 
right environment, I’m sure he 
will. 

“But sometimes things just 
don’t gel. I would have been a 
damn sight easier not to have 
done this but Paul puts in a lot of 
time and money to the club so has 
every right to express his view 
and do what’s right for the club.” 


• Sacked Winchester City boss Saun¬ 
ders has joined AFC Portchester and 
took charge of the Wessex League club 
for today's home match with Andover 
Town. 

He was drafted in by Portchester 
chairman Paul Kelly to manage the 
Royals during the absence of former 
Pompey boss Graham Rix, who 
missed the Andover game for personal 
reasons. 

Saunders will stay involved with 
Portchester when Rix makes his return, 
writes Mike Vimpany. 

Kelly made his move for Saunders 
after having to manage the Portches¬ 
ter team himself in the 2-0 midweek 
defeat at Brockenhurst. 

Portchester were looking to end a 
miserable sequence of one win in 
eight league games against the Lions. 


Craig in for 
long-term? 

WINCHESTER City director 
of football David Malone 
hopes Craig Davis is the 
club’s manager beyond the 
end of this season. 

Davis, who played under 
Malone at Bashley as a 
teenager in 2001, took 
charge of his first game as 
Winchester boss at home 
to Barnstaple Town this 
weekend. 

He has initially replaced 
Ian Saunders until the end 
of the season, when he was 
due to move to City as head 
coach. 

The former Cardiff City 
trainee resigned as manager 
of cash-strapped Fleet Town 
to take caretaker charge 
of City within 12 hours of 
Saunders’ sacking. 

Malone hopes it is for the 
long-term. 

He said: “We’ll review it 
at the end of the season but 
I personally hope he stays 



Craig Davis 


on long term. I know him 
very well, since he arrived at 
Bashley from Cardiff as a 17 
year-old. 

“He’s a good fit but it 
works both ways, he’s got 
to feel happy with us. But 
he’s already got stuck into 
things and spoke to most of 
the players within a day of 
taking over.” 

Davis, who lives in 
Chandlers Ford, moved to 
Salisbury City from Bashley 
and also played for AFC 
Totton before arriving at 
Southern Central outfit 
Fleet. 

“He started there as a 
player coach about six 
years ago and has done 
a first-rate job as their 
manager, keeping them in 
the Southern League on an 
absolutely minimal budget,” 
continued Malone. 

“We’ve different 
expectations but the players 
I’ve spoken to who’ve played 
for him all think very highly 
of him. If a manager has 
that respect he can demand 
more and get more.” 
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MON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


Fawley chief: My 
thanks to you all 



Action in the Fawley v Totton match last month. 



FAWLEY AFC chairman Kevin 
Mitchell has thanked all those 
who have helped safeguard the 
club’s future. 

The Oilers have played their 
first games since the recent for¬ 
mation of the Holbury Commu¬ 
nity Sports Association. 

Formed by representatives of 
the four sports clubs based at the 
Esso club - Waterside Bowls Club, 
Fawley Cricket Club and Water¬ 
side Tennis Club as well as Faw¬ 
ley AFC - Holbury CSA is ensur¬ 
ing the respective sports continue 
to be played at the Esso site on 
Long Lane. 

They were all threatened by 
the demise of Waterside Sports 
and Social Club, which collapsed 
last December amid claims it had 
debts of about £160,000 and the 
loss of 40 jobs. 

But the future is brighter after 
an uncertain last few months. 

“A lot of work has gone on be¬ 
hind the scenes to secure the 
future of the four main sports 
clubs,” says Mitchell. 

Positive 

“It affected us slightly more 
because we were mid-season but 
thanks to the hard work of vari¬ 
ous people behind the scenes we 
were able to play our home fix¬ 
tures. 

“Things are looking a lot more 
positive than on December 13, 
when the announcement was 
made that it was going to shut. 

“We expected to be told there 
were difficulties but of a plan 
moving forward. No-one expected 
the owners to say they were going 
to completely shut the doors. 

“Thanks to a lot of hard work 
we’re able to continue. 

“There are still a lot of things 
that have to be done but we’ve 
now got access to the ground and 
the facilities. 

“Everything except the social 
club is now available.” 

Holbury CSA has met the five- 
figure cost of buying back the 
four clubs’ assets. 

“Many years ago, when we 
first started playing in the Wes¬ 
sex League, we had to meet the 


ground grading requirements 
by installing things like our own 
changing facilities,” explained 
Mitchell. 

“Morally they were already 
ours but we had to buy them back 
to secure the agreement.” 

Fawley AFC are grateful to 
neighbours Blackfield and Lang¬ 
ley and other Sydenhams Wes¬ 
sex Premier clubs, as well as the 
Wyvern Combination League, for 
their help during the uncertainty. 

“Blackfield hosted our ‘home’ 
derby against them and were very 
generous,” said Mitchell. “Black- 
field’s chairman, Owen Lightfoot, 


was absolutely brilliant and ex¬ 
tremely generous. 

“We also had terrific support 
from Cowes Sports and Newport, 
who came over from the Isle of 
Wight for a couple of earlier kick 
offs at 1pm and 2pm. 

“They came over earlier to en¬ 
sure we didn’t need lighting in 
the second half when we had is¬ 
sues over who was responsible for 
paying for the floodlight use! 

“It was good to have support 
from other clubs in the football 
community. 

“The uncertainty has probably 
affected our reserve team more. 


But they’ve fulfilled their fix¬ 
tures with the help of the Wyvern 
League, who have allowed them 
to finish the season with seven 
home games.” 

AFC Fawley has lost its two 
games since the restructure, at 
home to Alresford and Portland 
United. 

But those results have not 
dampened optimism. 

Mitchell added: “There are still 
things to be determined but this 
is a fresh start with lots of ideas 
being generated as we try to im¬ 
prove and grow and offer more 
sport to the community.” 


GOT A STORY FOR US? EMAIL ECH0SP0RT@DAILYECH0.C0.UK 


Matty dose 
to staying 

MATTY Holmes has 
revealed he iss “very 
hopeful” a deal will be tied 
up for him to remain as 
Wimborne Town boss next 
season. 

Uncertainty has 
surrounded Holmes’s 
position since the 
departure of Magpies 
chairperson Paula Henley 
last month. 

But after completing a 
move to bring defender 
Matt Oldring to Cuthbury 
from Southern Premier 
League outfit Dorchester, 
the manager is ready to 
commit his own future to 
the club. 

Holmes said on Friday: 
“We have had some very 
promising discussions in 
the past couple of days and 
I am very hopeful things 
will be tied up within the 
next 48 hours. 

“There are a lot of 



Matty Holmes (Pic WTFC) 


exciting things going on so 
it would be a real shame to 
leave now and not be part 
of that.” 

Holmes, who assumed 
the Cuthbury helm ahead 
of this season, expects to 
pen a contract similar to 
his current short-term 
deal. 

And the former 
Cherries midfielder is not 
concerned that the club is 
yet to fill the void left by 
Henley’s resignation. 

“My contract is likely 
to be a month-to-month 
arrangement, which I am 
happy with - or it might 
be for 12 months... but it 
will be no longer than a 
season,” said Holmes. 

“I try not to get involved 
in the board’s business 
but I don’t know whether 
you need a chairperson as 
such. If you have a board 
of good football people, 
who are business-minded, 
then they can steer the 
club in the same direction. 

“It is a group of people 
who love the club.” 
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England 
fans warned 

ENGLAND fans involved 
in anti-social, xenophobic 
or disrespectful behaviour 
during the friendly with 
Germany have been 
warned they will have 
their England Supporters 
Travel Club membership 
withdrawn. 

The 1-0 defeat was 
tarnished somewhat by 
fan behaviour in the away 
end in Dortmund, where 
some booed the German 
national anthem and 
sung distasteful songs 
referencing the First and 
Second World Wars. 

Football Association 
chairman Greg 
Clarke condemned 
the “inappropriate, 
disrespectful and 
disappointing” behaviour 
- a statement that was sent 
to ESTC members in an 
email on Friday, along with 
a warning of the sanctions 
awaiting guilty parties. 



England fans at the match 


The message to ESTC 
members, seen by Press 
Association Sport, said: 
“Further to this statement, 
the England Supporters 
Travel Club membership 
want to stress that any 
member identified as 
being involved in anti¬ 
social, xenophobic or 
disrespectful behaviour 
will be banned from 
the membership with 
immediate effect. 

“We are working closely 
with the UK Football 
Policing Unit to review 
all of their footage taken 
throughout the day 
and from the match to 
identify those supporters 
whose behaviour was 
unacceptable and we have 
also received many first¬ 
hand accounts. 

“We have been 
encouraged by the 
feedback received from 
many of our members who 
were also appalled by the 
behaviour they witnessed 
at this match.” 



Spurs closerto playing at Wembley in 17/18 



Spurs v Saints action. 


Tottenham moved one step 
closer to playing home games at 
Wembley next season after their 
application to host 27 matches at 
the stadium’s full 90,000 capacity 
was approved. 

Brent Council’s planning com¬ 
mittee voted in favour of the pro¬ 
posal by a majority of five to one 
following a heated meeting, last¬ 
ing three hours and 32 minutes 
and during which frustrated lo¬ 
cal residents were allowed to air 


their views. 

Spurs now have until March 31 
to activate their option to play 
at the national stadium, which 
has already been agreed with the 
Football Association. 

The club, however, are likely to 
use all their available time to de¬ 
cide, as they assess whether their 
new stadium next to White Hart 
Lane will be completed in time for 
the start of the 2018-19 season. 

Tottenham could yet stay at 


their current ground next season 
and play home games at Wembley 
in 2018-19, before moving into the 
new stadium for 2019-20. 

Wembley’s current regulations 
meant Spurs could play any num¬ 
ber of games there with the up¬ 
per tier left empty, but this would 
mean a restricted capacity of 
50,835. 

The club were desperate, there¬ 
fore, to be granted the full 90,000 
for all their games. 


Surman: Why I 
owe Eddie a lot 



Andrew Surman on the ball against Swansea last weekend. 


By Paul 

McNamara 


ANDREW Surman says he owes a 
“massive amount” to Eddie Howe 
for the “belief” the Cherries boss 
invests in him. 

The former Saints star admit¬ 
ted it felt “weird” returning to 
the team for last weekend’s win 
over Swansea after serving a one- 
match ban following his sending 
off in Cherries’ explosive clash 
with Manchester United. 

The first suspension of the 
30-year-old’s 12-year career coin¬ 
cided with his side securing a cru¬ 
cial 3-2 victory over West Ham. 

But with Harry Arter ruled out 
of the meeting with the Swans, it 
was Surman who got the nod to 
start - ahead of Jack Wilshere. 

Surman said: “It felt a bit weird 
coming back into the team. 

“I missed that one game we 
played really well in against West 
Ham. But it was good to be back 
and involved in a win again. 

“I owe a massive amount to 
the manager. Since I have been 
here he has shown an enormous 
amount of belief in me and I hope 
I have repaid that. 

“The manager trusts every play¬ 
er he has in his squad. 

“It doesn’t matter if you have 
been playing or not, he will chuck 
you in if he thinks it is the right 
thing to do for the team.” 

Cherries overcame the blow 
of Surman’s dismissal to earn a 
point at Old Trafford on March 4, 
having started the day four points 
above the Premier League’s bot¬ 
tom three. 

And the successive victo¬ 
ries that followed that 1-1 draw 
brought to a halt a run of eight 
top-flight matches without a win. 

“It is crazy,” said Surman. “If 
you looked at us a month ago, we 


hadn’t won in ages. 

“The second half performance 
at Manchester United was amaz¬ 
ing and that kick started us. 

“We knew we were perilously 
close to the bottom three and 
when you are down there you 
need to be able to dig in. You can¬ 


not carry anyone. 

“We showed that against United 
and that has carried on in the past 
two games. 

“We knew how big these games 
were and the lads have dug in and 
ground out the results.” 

Surman and captain Simon 


Francis both started every game 
in Cherries’ maiden Premier 
League campaign last season. 

The lone remaining ever-pre¬ 
sent this term, however, is Steve 
Cook, whose consistent form has 
reportedly caught the attention 
of Gareth Southgate. 

Cook’s stunning double block 
on shots from Swansea pair Lu¬ 
ciano Narsingh and Wayne Rout- 
ledge contributed significantly to 
Cherries’ success. 

“Cookie has been magnificent 
this season,” said Surman. 

“He has not put a foot wrong. 
You see it in the stats. He has 
made more clearances than any¬ 
one in Europe’s top leagues and 
he has been a real rock for us. 

“Blocking shots at one end like 
he did against Swansea can lead 
to you having a chance at the oth¬ 
er end and that is what happened. 

“He has been an ever-present 
and performed absolutely bril¬ 
liantly. Cookie has a great atti¬ 
tude to defending.” 

If selected to face former club 
Saints at St Mary’s next weekend, 
Surman will celebrate his 100th 
league appearance for Cherries 
since signing permanently in Au¬ 
gust 2014. 

Prior to that, he had been on 
loan from Norwich for the 2013/14 
Championship season. 

And prior to that, he had been 
on loan as a teenager for the first 
half of the 2005/06 campaign. 

Surman scored six times in 24 
League 1 appearances back then, 
before returning to his parent 
club and making his Saints debut 
in a 0-0 draw with Crystal Palace 
in January 2006. 

Now 30, Surman is approach¬ 
ing a major milestone. He is just 
six games short of racking up his 
400th professional appearance - a 
run which started when he made 
his Football League debut on loan 
to Walsall in 2004/05. 
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Afobe back after 
'losing my head' 



By Paul 

McNamara 


BENIK Afobe revealed a heart to 
heart with boss Eddie Howe had 
got him back on track after admit¬ 
ting he had “lost my head” earlier 
this season. 

Afobe played a key role in Cher¬ 
ries’ 2-0 win over Swansea, his 
first-half shot deflecting off Alfie 
Mawson for an own goal before 
he doubled the lead in the second 
half. 

The 24-year-old striker’s ex¬ 
ploits helped Cherries climb nine 


points clear of the relegation 
zone as they registered their first 
Premier League double. 

A then-club record £9million 
signing from Wolves in January 
2016, Afobe has experienced a 
mixed bag since making an explo¬ 
sive start to his Cherries career. 

He netted four goals in his first 
eight games to help preserve their 
top-flight status last season - in¬ 
cluding one against Saints in a 2-0 
win at Dean Court - but has been 
used sparingly during the past 12 
months. 

He has only made eight league 
starts in 2016/17, including the 
last three games. 

Afobe said: “It has been tough 
for me. I started well and then got 
a hamstring injury when I went 
away in March last season. 

“I didn’t come back the same 
player and wrote off the rest of 
the season before working hard in 
pre-season. 

“I picked up a knee injury dur¬ 
ing the training camp in Chicago 
that people didn’t know about 
which set me back. 

“I started the season on the 
bench and tried to get myself 
back in the team but the boys 
were doing well at the time so I 
couldn’t really complain. 


AFC Bournemouth's Benik Afobe, above and below, celebrates scoring against Swansea last weekend. Inset left - 
Afobe (partly hidden) scores against Saints last season. 



“I lost my head a bit and didn’t 
train as hard as I could have. I had 
a heart-to-heart meeting with the 
manager and, ever since then, I 
have been working my way back. 

“I have worked hard and had a 
couple of chances. I think it all 
turned for me when I came on in 
the 4-3 win against Liverpool. 

“I have been trying to get my 
goalscoring touch back and, hope¬ 


fully, I have found it again with 
nine games to go.” 

Afobe, who has started three 
successive games for the first 
time in a year, admitted he had 
struggled to come to terms with 
being out of the team. 

“It affected me in that I was 
quiet around the house and I am 
quite a bubbly person,” he added. 

“When it gets like that, you 


know things are going wrong. I 
sat down with people here and 
they told me to keep going. 

“My chat with the manager 
was important because it showed 
he cared. He could have just left 
me to one side and said he didn’t 
want me in and around the chang¬ 
ing room. 

“But I have always been a team 
player and never in my career 
have I knocked on a manager’s 
door to ask why I am not playing. 

“It just shows that if you keep 
working hard, you will get your 
chances and, when you get them, 
you have to take them. 

“This is the first time this sea¬ 
son I have started three games 
in a row and I just want it to con¬ 
tinue. 

“Whoever starts, we all want 
to keep this club in the Premier 
League and we all want to finish 
higher than last season.” 

Afobe should start alongside 
Josh King again when Cherries 
travel to St Mary’s on April 1. 


Tough times 
for Strachan 

Scotland were held to a 1-1 draw 
by Canada in Edinburgh. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at five 
things we learned from the Easter 
Road friendly. 

1. £22 is too expensive for a 
friendly 

The official attendance of 9,158 
looked generous at best. A big 
crowd was never likely, especially 
on the back of successive 3-0 
defeats in World Cup qualifying, and 
the players’ fragile confidence was 
hardly going to be lifted by running 
out to thousands of empty seats. 
The entry prices hardly helped 
matters. 

2 Gordon Strachan has a new 
central defence in mind 

With Grant Hanley out injured, 
Strachan gave Christophe Berra 
and Charlie Mulgrew some game 
time together, presumably with the 
aim of getting them used to each 
other before Sunday’s visit of 
Slovenia. The back four were all 
over the place for Fraser Aird’s 
opener but the pairing showed 
some promise. They will face a far 



Gordon Strachan. 


stiffer test on Sunday though. 

3. It looks like Kieran Tierney and 
Andrew Robertson vying for the left- 
back slot 

Lee Wallace was one of 
Scotland’s better performers at 
Wembley last time out with the main 
two left-backs both injured, but he 
struggled to deal with former 
Rangers team-mate Aird. Despite 
impressing going forward, 

Robertson looked a better bet in the 
second half. 

4. Centre-forward remains a 
problem 

Chris Martin was poor after being 
handed the chance to sharpen up 
having started just two of Fulham’s 
last nine games. Leigh Griffiths has 
not started a game in 2017 and 
Jordan Rhodes fluffed a chance 
after coming off the bench. The 
latter is currently keeping Steven 
Fletcher out the Sheffield 
Wednesday team. Steven Naismith 
worked his socks off and scored but 
usually plays a deeper role. 

5. Tom Cairney is one to keep an 
eye on 

The 26-year-old Fulham skipper 
put on an assured display on his 
Scotland debut. He showed why he 
is one the Championship’s most 
in-form midfielders with a couple of 
incisive passes. 
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The Dark Destroyer 

By Nigel Benn 


Introducing England's Wembley opponents 


Sportsbookofthemonth. 
com price: £11.89, saving 
£7.10 on rrp. 

While many of us use the verb 
‘hate’ far too flippantly, the word 
seems more applicable in some 
spheres than in others. 

Surprisingly, boxing isn’t 
necessarily an area that 
automatically breeds hatred of a 
sporting opponent. On the contrary: 
most boxers appreciate that to be 
successful, they must master the 
skill, strategies and even artistry 
involved in their sport; hating an 
opponent is likely to result in a lack 
of focus, not a particularly brilliant 
tactic. 

More than a quarter century ago, 
however, Nigel Benn and Chris 
Eubank, two exceptionally talented 
prize fighters, clearly loathed each 
other. Their mutual dislike saw each 
man target the other with frequent 
torrents of offensive comments and 
obnoxious sneers, their mutual 
abhorrence fanned by promoters 
and broadcasters alike. 

Finally, the pair ‘got it together’ in 
November 1990 in a duel for the 
WBO Middleweight title; it would 



NIGEL 


BENN 

DARK DESTROYER 


prove to be one of the most 
ferocious, blood-curdling contests 
ever staged in Britain. After standing 
toe-to-toe for almost nine rounds, 
the referee stopped the fight, 
awarding the decision to Eubank. 

In the fight’s immediate aftermath, 
the mutual hatred failed to subside, 
although because a rematch took 
three years to arrange, their meeting 
in October 1993 was less intense; it 
ended in a draw. 

Nigel Benn’s career was defined 
by those two fights against Eubank. 
His ‘Dark Destroyer’ moniker was 
well-suited when he was up against 
less talented opponents, but critics 
would argue that his first 
professional defeat (to Michael 
Watson) and the loss to Eubank the 
following year exposed his 
shortcomings. 

Nevertheless, this former Fusilier, 
who spent almost five years in the 
Army, was still good enough to 
become a world champion at three 
different weights, a feat beyond the 
ability of most. 

The burning sense of anger that 
propelled Benn from being a 
successful amateur to world 
professional champion took a long 
time to subside - a state of affairs 
for which his wife and a well-known 
hypnotist take great credit - but 
readers will finish this book 
suspecting that Chris Eubank is 
(and never will be) on his Christmas 
card list. 


England welcome Lithuania to Wembley 
on Sunday as World Cup qualification 
continues with what is expected to be a 
straightforward home win. 

FORM 

Lithuania has a population of 
approximately three million people and 
currently sit 107th in the FIFA world 
rankings. Few expected the Baltic nation to 
challenge for 2018 World Cup qualification 
and they currently sit fourth in Group F, a 
point better off than Scotland and five 
behind leaders England. Lithuania held 
Gordon Strachan’s men to a 1-1 draw at 
Hampden Park in October, having opened 
the group with a 2-2 draw at home to 


Slovenia. They suffered a 3-0 friendly defeat 
in the Czech Republic on Wednesday and 
faced England in Euro 2016 qualification, 
losing 4-0 in London and 3-0 in Vilnius. 

MANAGER 

Edgaras Jankauskas was named Lithuania 
boss at the start of 2016, having started 
coaching following a successful playing 
career. The target man was part of the Porto 
side that won the UEFA Cup and Champions 
League under Jose Mourinho, with his 
playing days also taking him to the likes of 
CSKA Moscow, Club Brugge, Real 
Socieded, Benfica, Nice and Hearts. 
Jankauskas won 56 caps for Lithuania, 
scoring 10 goals, and helped out Jose 


Couceiro during his spell as national team 
boss. 

After retiring, the 42-year-old spent time 
as assistant of Lokomotiv Moscow and 
Hearts before taking charge at FK Trakai 
and then Lithuania. 

TACTICS 

Jankauskas experimented with his side in 
the midweek loss to the Czech Republic but 
is expected to keep with the 4-2-3-1 
formation at Wembley. 

The defence could be the weak link 
against England given centre-backs Edvinas 
Girdvainis and Georgas Freidgeimas are out 
through injury and suspension, respectively. 

Linas Klimavicius and Tomas Mikuckis 


could have a tough afternoon in their place, 
exacerbated by the fact full-back Vytautas 
Andriuskevicius misses out due to his club 
duties with the Portland Timbers. 

PLAYERS 

Fedor Cernych, a 25-year-old winger 
impressing at Jagiellonia Bialystok, is likely 
to be Lithuania’s biggest threat. 

Lithuania’s captain is a clinical finisher 
and has netted three World Cup qualifying 
goals, as well as 12 in the Polish 
Ekstraklasa. 

Ex-Hearts winger Arvydas Novikovas, also 
with Jagiellonia, is another threat England 
will have to nullify, given his pace and fleet- 
footedness. 


Louis relieved to 
be staying a Stag 


By Wendy 

1 

Gee 

kJ 


AFC TOTTON boss Louis Lang- 
down is relieved his future at the 
Testwood Stadium has been settled 
sooner rather than later. 

With rumours starting to circu¬ 
late that the Stags’ change from a 
members’ club to a limited com¬ 
pany might also herald a change of 
manager, Langdown and player/as¬ 
sistant Adam Wilde sought a meet¬ 
ing to clarify their position. 

The upshot was that chairman 
Wayne Mew gave the pair his full 
backing, confirming they will be 
in charge for the start of the new 
Southern One South & West cam¬ 
paign. 

To say Langdown’s four-month 
tenure as manager has been chal¬ 
lenging would be an understate¬ 
ment. 

Just three weeks after he and 
Wilde were appointed, former club 
chairman Andy Straker was forced 
to stand down due to ill health and 
the whole landscape changed as a 
result. 

Faced with budget cuts, Lang¬ 
down - former head of sports sci¬ 
ence at AFC Bournemouth - put his 
professional links to good use, sup¬ 
plementing his squad with hungry, 
young Cherries and Havant & Wa- 
terlooville loanees whose boundless 
enthusiasm has boosted the quest 
for Southern League survival. 

In order to build on this season’s 
promise, Langdown and Wilde re¬ 
quired assurances that they would 
remain in charge for 2017/18 before 
getting summer planning under 
way 

Giving the pair the green light to 
continue, Mew confirmed: “Louis 
Langdown will start next season as 
AFC Totton manager. 

“He and Adam are doing just fine 
and there’s no reason to change it 
or alter anything. 

“We’re trying to build from the 



bottom up and these guys are 
steady Since they’ve come in, their 
record shapes up as well as any¬ 
one’s.” 

Welcoming the news, Langdown 


reflected: “It’s not been easy. Within 
three weeks of Adam and I being 
here, the goalposts changed, but 
we’ve kept our counsel and carried 
on. 


“We wanted some clarity regard¬ 
ing next season and now we’ve got 
that, it means we can organise pre¬ 
season friendlies and start talking 
to the players to see who’s going to 
be around, otherwise we’d miss the 
boat.” 

It’s important to Langdown too 
that club officials are looking to tap 
into Totton’s rich potential. 

“We all know this club’s got the 
ability to rise if we can galvanise 
the community and we want to 
know that the chairman and the 
landlords are planning for the fu¬ 
ture,” he stressed. “AFC Totton 
needs to be vibrant and it needs to 
grow.” 

While Mew will continue to be 
Totton’s chief decision-maker, 
landlords Steve Brookwell and Pete 
Harding (AFC Totton Leisure Lim¬ 
ited) will play an important role in 
steering the club forward as a lim¬ 
ited company 

“The day-to-day decisions will 
stay as they are at the moment, but 
hopefully the landlords can help 
the club in terms of sponsorship 
etc. because they’ve got a lot more 
business acumen,” said Mew. 

“Team management-wise, they’re 
quite happy to leave it as it is with 
Louis and Adam in charge. Too 
many changes sometimes spoil 
things and if it ain’t broke, don’t 
fix it.” 

Having himself worked in youth 
football with Eastleigh, Mew is 
thoroughly enjoying seeing teenage 
talent thrive. 

“It’s good to watch these young¬ 
sters. When you’ve got a group who 
want to play for the right reasons, 
it’s a joy,” he said. “And I would in¬ 
clude our senior players in that. 

“I understand where (Bemerton 
boss) Graham Kemp is coming 
from when he says it’s hard to get 
players to commit to football these 
days, but we’ve got senior lads - 
Neil Williams, Dave Allen, Nathan¬ 
iel Sherborne and Ian Oliver - who 
are committed to this club. They’re 
all excellent guys who help bring 
the young ones on.” 
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Lallana: Delle can be 'special' for England 



Adam Lallana, left. 


FORMER Saints skipper Adam 
Lallana feels Dele Alii can be a 
“special” player for England - pro¬ 
vided he is given time to fulfil his 
promise. 

Lallana and Alii were pushed 
up as supporting attackers in 
Wednesday’s 1-0 friendly loss in 
Germany, turning in eye-catching 
performances in Gareth South¬ 
gate’s re-jigged 3-4-2-1 system. 

Both players had wonderful 
chances to put the visitors ahead 
before half-time in Dortmund, La¬ 
llana hitting the post after a fine 
solo run and the Tottenham man 
denied by Marc-Andre ter Stegen 
after going clear in the box. 

Although he was frustrated 
not to do better on that occasion, 
Alli’s all-round performance, full 
of neat touches and tricks, was 


hugely promising for a player 
still three weeks shy of his 21st 
birthday. 

“Dele is special. I love the way 
he goes about his business: no 
fear, he’s brave,” said Lallana. 

“That’s what makes him ‘him’. 
All players have different atti¬ 
tudes that make them what they 
are and that’s why he is unique 
and a special talent. 

“But people still need to be pa¬ 
tient with him. He is still a young 
boy and performing how he does 
is way above his years. He is not 
even 21 yet. 

“It is important that we don’t 
get carried away.” 

England started with a back 
three for the first time in 11 years 
at Signal Iduna Park and, al¬ 
though they could not stop Lukas 


Podolski marking his farewell 
international appearance with a 
long-range thunderbolt, the tacti¬ 
cal experiment may not be a one- 
off. 

Captain-for-the-night Gary Ca¬ 
hill was integral to the system, 
having played it for most of the 
season under Antonio Conte at 
Chelsea, and he feels it could be a 
useful string to the bow once the 
players have had a chance to per¬ 
fect it. 

“We only had one day to get on 
the training pitch and play it this 
week,” said the 31-year-old, who 
is suspended for Sunday’s World 
Cup qualifier against Lithuania. 

“But it gives us another alterna¬ 
tive and with the players we’ve 
got I think we can master that for¬ 
mation.” 


England lagging 
behind their rivals 


Gareth Southgate’s England 
squad lag behind Europe’s other 
leading nations - and even South 
American pair Brazil and Argen¬ 
tina - in exposure to this season’s 
Champions League. 

Of the original 26-man group 
named by Southgate to face Ger¬ 
many and Lithuania - before Mi- 
chail Antonio’s withdrawal - only 
seven have played in the competi¬ 
tion proper this season. 

There are mitigating circum¬ 
stances - Tottenham pair Harry 
Kane and Danny Rose are cur¬ 
rently absent through injury 
while it is unusual to see none of 
Chelsea, Manchester United and 
Liverpool, who between them pro¬ 
vide eight of the England squad, 
in the Champions League. 

But Italy, the only squad close 
to England’s numbers, could say 
the same about Inter and AC Mi¬ 
lan while Roma crashed out in the 
qualifying stage. 

Brazil and Argentina can both 
boast double figures, even with¬ 
out considering South America’s 
own elite competition the Copa 
Libertadores. 

Large Paris St Germain and Mo¬ 
naco contingents see the France 
squad top the chart ahead of Euro 
2016 champions Portugal, Spain 
and Germany. 

Coupled with the ongoing lack 
of English players in regular Pre¬ 
mier League action - just over a 
third of players in the weekend’s 
starting line-ups, or around four 
per team, were eligible for South¬ 
gate’s squad - it highlights the se- 


appearances from the group stage 
onwards - injury replacements 
and Champions League qualify¬ 
ing rounds were not considered): 

Spurs trio Kyle Walker, Eric 
Dier and Dele Alii, Manchester 
City pair John Stones and Ra- 
heem Sterling, Arsenal’s Alex 
Oxlade-Chamberlain and Leices¬ 
ter striker Jamie Vardy are the 
only England squad members to 
feature. 

Italy also had just seven repre¬ 
sentatives, including four from 
Juventus, in the original 25-man 
squad named. Manolo Gabbia- 
dini, who played in Europe for 
Napoli before his move to Saints, 
pulled out due to injury suffered 
at Tottenham last Sunday. 

An impressive 21 of France’s 
25-man selection (84 per cent) 
have featured in the Champions 
League, the only exceptions being 
N’Golo Kante - who qualified for 
the competition with Leicester 
before leaving for Chelsea - Mar¬ 
seille pair Dimitri Payet and Flo- 
rian Thauvin, and third-choice 
goalkeeper Benoit Costil. 

Spain and Portugal have iden¬ 
tical representation - 17 out of a 
squad of 25, or 68 per cent. Ger¬ 
many are just behind with 63 per 
cent, or 15 of 24. 

Ten players each from Brazil’s 
23-man squad and Argentina’s 
26 have played in this season’s 
Champions League. Manchester 
City have four players from the 
two South American superpow¬ 
ers, while PSG, Barcelona and Ju¬ 
ventus have each called on three 
players. 



Manolo Gabbiadini played for Napoli in the Champions League this season. 

lection problems facing the Eng- study (all figures relate to the 
land boss. original squad named by each 

Here are the key facts from the country and to Champions League 


Dr Socrates: 
Footballer, 
Philosopher, 
Legend 

By Andrew Downie 
Sportsbookofthemonth. 

com price: £16.59. 


Very few people, especially 
footballers, warrant an obituary in 
The Economist, the high-brow 
weekly founded in 1843 aimed at 
what the magazine calls 
‘progressives’. 

Presidents, Prime Ministers and 
seriously rich entrepreneurs tend to 
be the folks about whom The 
Economist writes once they’ve died. 
Butin 2011, Brazil’s former 
midfielder and captain, the 
charismatic, outrageously skilled 
Socrates, who also practised as a 
doctor, justified his inclusion on 
several fronts as Andrew Downie’s 
excellent biography confirms. 

Socrates penned his own book, 
almost inevitable titled Football 
Philosophy, in which he concluded 
that, “Beauty comes first. Victory is 
secondary. What matters is joy.” 

Socrates, an enormously 
successful player at club and 



international level (though he never 
won the World Cup), never failed to 
apply his own rules which made him 
such a joy to watch. 

An elegant, but teak-tough 
midfielder, Socrates could 
accelerate and move effortlessly, 
running like a gazelle, peppering his 
displays with subtle back-heels and 
plenty of goals. 

Brazil’s army of football fans 
called him ‘Dr Socrates’, but football 
was far from being his primary 
concern; he campaigned to alleviate 
poverty, told politicians to build 
roads and more schools and, most 
importantly, to teach manners. 

He once said that his childhood 
heroes were Fidel Castro, Che 
Guevara and John Lennon. 
Paradoxically, he was a socialist 
who voted for the return of Brazil’s 
royalty, yet he continued to speak 
up for the common man, advocating 
genuine democracy. 

He made no secret of his 
penchant for alcohol and cigarettes; 
despite being a truly brilliant 
footballer, he referred to himself as 
the ‘anti-athlete’, further evidence of 
his contradictory nature - which 
even saw him manage non-league 
Garforth in Yorkshire for a chilly 
month in 2004. 

Socrates died aged 57 in 2011. 
Whether it is as a philosopher or 
footballer, we’re unlikely to see his 
ilk again. 
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The Greatest 
The Quest for 
Sporting Perfection 



By Matthew Syed 


Sportsbookofthemonth. 
com price: £8.44, saving £1.55 
on rrp. 


Much to the consternation of 
broadcasters, some of whom have bet 
the farm on fans’ willingness to pay 
gradually escalating monthly 
subscriptions in order to watch the 
self-styled ‘most exciting league in the 
world’, there’s an increasing volume of 
evidence to suggest that the number of 
people watching Champions League 
and Premier League football ‘live’ on 
television is plummeting. 

Yet while televised football’s 
popularity has waned, so other sports 
have attracted new participants; 
cycling, swimming and rugby union are 
three recent examples. Indeed sport, 
claims Matthew Syed in his latest 
book, encroaches more than ever into 
our daily lives - consider, for instance, 
the amount of space dedicated to it in 
your newspaper and the frequency 
with which a sports-related story 
makes front-page news. 

Syed asks why this should be the 
case; after all, sport is “superficially 
frivolous”, yet in answering his own 
question, he hits the nail on the head. 

Sport, he declares, is “underpinned 
by themes basic to the nature of the 
human condition: heroism, drama, 
competition, hierarchy, psychology, 



morality and, perhaps most important 
of all, the quest for greatness.” 

This, he maintains, is why sport and 
our love of it, has grown despite 
scandals at FIFA, the IOC and a host of 
other governing bodies. 

Nor is this a modern phenomenon; 
sport has gripped the attention of 
people since the time of the ancient 
Greeks 1,200 years ago. 

It continues to do so. 

The competition between a 
supremely talented quartet of tennis 
players - Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal, 
Novak Djokovic and Andy Murray - not 
only holds spectators’ attention, it 
“spurs innovation” as the competitors 
“dare each other to greater heights,” 
says Syed. 

This is another thought-provoking 
tome (actually, it’s an edited collection 
of articles which first appeared in The 
Times) from a man who is building an 
impressive portfolio of sport-related 
titles. 

As someone who competed at two 
Olympics (at table tennis in 1992 and 
2000), Syed is well qualified to explore 
sport’s mental side and to explain why 
the hardships suffered by player X or 
team Y played a part in making them 
their chosen sport’s greatest 
exponents. 

Sports, says Syed, is trivial, but it’s 
also profound. 

He’s right, which is why his ‘edited 
highlights’ from more than two million 
words are such a compelling read. 


Ex-Saint Bradley 


By Simon 

Carter 


2 


Manchester United midfielder 
Bastian Schweinsteiger this week 
became the latest big name to 
swap the Premier League for Ma¬ 
jor League Soccer after he joined 
the Chicago Fire. 

Schweinsteiger arrived at Old 
Trafford in 2015 to great acclaim 
but the 32-year-old has not started 
a single league match under Jose 
Mourinho this season. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a 
look at five other stars to trade 
English football for the United 
States. 

Frank Lampard 

(New York City FC) 

After 13 glittering years at Chel¬ 
sea, Lampard’s contract was not 
renewed in 2014 and the then- 
36-year-old announced his deci¬ 
sion to join New York City FC. 
Lampard subsequently spent the 
following season on loan at Man¬ 
chester City and finally moved 
to America in January 2016. He 
made 31 appearances for New 
York and scored 15 goals before 
retiring in February this year. 

Steven Gerrard 

(LA Galaxy) 

Many thought Gerrard would 
remain a one-club player but, af¬ 
ter deciding to leave Liverpool 
at the end of the 2014-15 season, 
he agreed an 18-month deal with 
the LA Galaxy. He was the sec¬ 
ond England captain to join the 
Galaxy after David Beckham’s 
switch from Real Madrid in 2007. 
Gerrard hit five goals in 34 ap¬ 
pearances for the American club 
before deciding to retire in No¬ 
vember. 

Jermain Defoe 

(Toronto FC) 

Defoe was only 31 when he left 
Tottenham for Toronto in Febru¬ 
ary 2014 and his time there turned 
sour when the club’s fans, and 
president, started questioning the 
striker’s commitment. After be¬ 
ing linked with several clubs back 
in England, Defoe joined Sunder¬ 
land the following January and 
has proven a brilliant signing for 
the Black Cats. Defoe has 14 goals 
this season and was recalled to 
the England squad last week. 

Robbie Keane 

(LA Galaxy) 

Keane’s star had dwindled by 
the time he departed Spurs for 
Los Angeles in 2011, having spent 
short loan spells at both Celtic 
and West Ham. Keane has en¬ 
joyed great success in America, 



however, winning three MLS 
Cups, and he scored eight goals in 
17 appearances last season. The 
striker came back to England for 
a month-long loan at Aston Villa 
in 2012 but was not enticed for 
a longer return to the Premier 
League. 

Freddie Ljungberg 


(Seattle Sounders) 

Ljungberg made his name dur¬ 
ing nine excellent years at Ar¬ 
senal but it was from West Ham 
that the then-31-year-old moved to 
the Seattle Sounders in 2008. The 
Swede was voted into the MLS 
All-Stars team in 2009 and then 
joined the Chicago Fire a year 
later, making 15 appearances for 
his new side. Ljungberg went on 


to play for Celtic and Shimizu S- 
Pulse in Japan before announc¬ 
ing his retirement in 2012. 

* 

In some ways, though, the most 
successful British export to the 
American game is former Saints 
striker Bradley Wright-Phillips. 

Never someone who really hit 
the heights in three years at St 
Mary’s, he is New York Red Bulls’ 
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reborn in the USA 


all-time top scorer - with 78 goals 
to his name following the end of 
the 2016 season. 

Wright-Phillips has twice 
topped the MLS goal charts in the 
last three seasons. 

He struck 27 times in 2014 - a 
club record high - and was again 
top of the charts in 2016 with 23 
goals (one more than New York 
City FC rival David Villa). 


Wright-Phillips was joint fourth 
highest scorer in 2015 with 17 

goals. 

* 

Back in the 1970s and early 
1980s, a host of British players ap¬ 
peared for American clubs during 
the heyday of the North Ameri¬ 
can Soccer League (NASL). 

The mid to late 70s was the 
golden period for Stateside soc¬ 


cer, with stellar names such as 
Pele, Carlos Alberto and Franz 
Beckenbauer signing for New 
York Cosmos and others such as 
George Best, Bobby More, Johan 
Cruyff and Eusebio appearing 
elsewhere. 

There were a handful of players 
with Saints connections ... 

Alan Ball 


The England World Cup legend 
appeared for Philadelphia Fury 
in 1978 and 1979, during his play¬ 
ing career at The Dell. 

He signed for Vancouver White- 
caps midway through the 1979 
season, and enjoyed his best goal¬ 
scoring time with eight goals in 15 
appearances. 

Ball returned for a third sum¬ 
mer of NASL action in 1980, ap¬ 
pearing 16 times for the White- 
caps. 

He made a great impression, be¬ 
ing named in the NASL All-Star 
2nd XI in both 1978 and 1979. 

In the first year he was in the 
same All-Star XI as Carlos Al¬ 
berto, Trevor Francis, Mike Fla¬ 
nagan, Kevin Keelan, Mike Eng¬ 
land, Rodney Marsh and Georgia 
Chinaglia 

Ex-Saints caretaker boss John 
Gorman (Tampa Bay) was named 
in the 1979 All-Star 2nd XI along¬ 
side Ball. 

Kevin Bond 

The centre half, then of Norwich 
City but later of Saints, played for 
Seattle in 1981 and was voted into 
the All Star 2nd XI alongside col¬ 
league Alan Hudson (ex-Chelsea) 
and San Jose’s George Best. 

Hugh Fisher 

The popular midfielder made 22 
appearances for the Denver Dyna¬ 
mos in 1975, his only summer of 
NASL football. 

Jimmy Gabriel 

Though best known for his time 
at Everton in the 1960s, the Scot¬ 
tish midfielder appeared in over 
200 matches for Saints between 
1967 and 1972. 

He had five years with Seattle 
Sounders in the NASL, the first 
coming in 1974. 

In 1976, Seattle moved to the 
newly built Kingdome where Ga¬ 
briel scored the first goal in the 
stadium’s history - a fabulous 
against a New York Cosmos side 
including Pele. 

The cross had come from Gabri¬ 
el’s former Dell colleague Tommy 
Jenkins. 

The following year, Gabriel re¬ 
placed John Best as head coach of 
the Sounders. 

Tommy Jenkins 

After finishing his UK career 
at Swindon Town in 1975, Jen¬ 
kins signed for Seattle Sounders. 
He later played indoor league for 
Pittsburgh Spirit and Phoenix 
Inferno before returning to Se¬ 
attle to manage three clubs - FC 
Seattle, Seattle Storm and Seattle 
SeaDogs. Still lives in America, 
where he is involved in coaching 
youngsters. 

Continued on page 33 
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Peter Osgood had an 
unsuccessful spell in the 
States with Philadelphia 
Fury. 


Bradley Wright- 
Phillips is the 
highest goalscorer 
in New York Red 
Bulls history 


3377 M 


Herding Cats 

The Art of Amateur Cricket 
Captaincy 

By Charlie Campbell 

Sportsbookofthemonth. com 
price: £11.89, saving £5.10 on 
rrp. 

The 2017 domestic cricket season, 
which officially starts on 28th March, 
will be the 420th in England since the 
first reference to the game was made 
in 1597. 

Perhaps one reason for this 
astonishing longevity is the game’s 
inclusiveness. 

As Charlie Campbell notes in his wry, 
often hugely amusing look at amateur 
cricket, part of its appeal lies in it being 
a team sport only in a comparatively 
loose sense. 

The enthusiastic duffer prepared to 
give half the side a lift to the ground 
where he is then charged with 
collecting subs is always likely to get a 
game. 

He may not be a particularly gifted 
player, but the astute captain 
acknowledges his other strengths, 
even if they’re not necessarily on the 
field of play. 

Indeed, Campbell suggests that the 
amateur cricket captain “requires a 
deep understanding of the game and, 
occasionally, of humanity.” 

The author muses over the captain’s 
other roles: he must create an 
atmosphere where his team applaud 
collective success rather than laugh at 
fielders (their own) when they spill a 



catch and he must satiate middle-order 
grumblers keen to see their openers 
given out as they’re itching to bat 
themselves. 

Given this multi-faceted role, it’s no 
surprise that Campbell likens cricket to 
poker, another contest which involves 
scrutinising opponents for weakness, 
for appearances can often be 
deceptive. 

He has seen 12-year-olds throw 
down the stumps from mid-wicket and 
“an obese number seven score a 
quick-fire 80”, although generally, 
‘clothes maketh the man’. 

There is, he suggests, “always a 
single to the man in black trainers and 
at least two to the fielder in chinos.” 

These clever, razor-sharp 
observations will strike a chord with 
anyone who has ever turned out in an 
amateur game and grown bored after 
several hours in the field, only to score 
a paltry three when called upon to bat, 
the opportunity to bowl denied. 

In such circumstances, a captain of 
Campbell’s calibre would undoubtedly 
throw an arm around the dismissed 
batsman and promise him a better day 
the following week, concluding his 
brief one-to-one with a “see you at nets 
on Tuesday night. 

Oh, and can you pick George and 
the gang up too?” 

Anyone considering captaining their 
local cricket side or merely wanting to 
enjoy an amusing sideways look at the 
game should add this book to their 
library. 
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10 % 

discount 

for 

over 

60 ’s 

every 

Weds 


Phone 01489 584476 
Open 7 Days 
46 Brook Lane , 
Warsash SO31 9FG 

www.medinanurseries. co. uk 


104 Ringwood Road, Walkford, Christchurch, BH23 5RF 
tel: 01425 270666 Finance arranged subject to status 

Call NOW Southampton 
023 8055 7777 
www.disabledaids.org.uk 

Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 


GETAN 

EXTRA 


STOCK 
ITEMS f# 


CARPETS, FLOORING, 

BEDS & BEDROOM FURNITURE 


•OPEN 7DAYS 
•FREE ESTIMATES 
•100'S OF BIG BRANDS 


• HUGE RANGE OF MATTRESSES 
•100’S OF RUGS 

• DISPOSAL OF OLD FLOORING & BEDS 


PLUS! WE WILL BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE WRITTEN QUOTE! 


FAREHAM, 166a Southampton 
Road, (next to Dunelm Mill) 
POM 4QL Tel: 01489 571206 

EASTLEIGH, Parham Drive, 
Boyatt Wood, Industrial Estate, 
SO504NU. Tel: 02380 653600 

www.carpetsandbeds.com 


• thp • 

bed 

v store . 


CARPET 

BARN 


GarMon 

BUILDING SERVICES 

Roofing, Property Refurbishment & Maintenance 
- Commercial • Industrial • Domestic - 


All aspects of Roofing 
& 

specialists in Flat Roofing 


Bumbles 


Home Choose Carpets 


Recycling 

Buzzzing For Your Rubbish 
Romsey Hampshire 


SWKJjJ' 

gfrnyua acMiMwi 

NOW OPEN 
7 DAYS A 
WEEK 

Spring Pansies, 

Spring Bulbs, Perennials, 
Polyanthus and Primroses 

Readymade hanging 
baskets and tubs 
Ideal gifts for Mothers Day 


Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
and dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www.home-choose-carpets.com 


Grab Bags Collected, 
Rubbish Collection, 
Builders Rubbish, 
Garden, Garage & House 
Clearance, Household 
items collected 
Grab and Driver for hire 

Tel 01794 329941 
Mob 07909 020309 

info@bumblesrecycling.co.uk 

www.bumblesrecycling.co.uk 


• MOTABILITY AVAILABLE 

• USED EQUIPMENT BOUGHT 
AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 

• BATH LIFTS 


reclining chairs 

EXTENSIVE RANGE OF WHEELCHAIRS 
AND 3 & 4 WHEELED WALKERS 


• Repairs & 
Maintenance for 
Homes & Gardens 

• Fascias 

• Soffits 

• Guttering 

• Chimneys 

Garry 07909 698717 
Office: 023 8055 7146 


sales@garmon.co.uk 

www.garmon.co.uk 

n GarmonBuildingServices 
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HENC* 


JOSH Grace was first home 
in the ever popular Hendy 
Ford Eastleigh 10k out of the 
2,406 runners who finished 
the race. 

The Aldershot, Farnham 
and District AC athlete fin¬ 
ished in 31 minutes and three 
seconds - the slowest win¬ 
ning time in recent years. 

Kate Maltby, from Bristol 
and West AC, was the first 
woman home in 34.10. 

Southend’s Adam Hickey, 
the 2014 winner, clocked 29.24 
while Southampton’s Mat¬ 
thew Bennett won in 2015 in 
30.48. 


Belgrave’s Phil Wicks won 
in 2014 in 29:34, while Rob 
Mullet (Lewes) clocked 29:38 
in winning 12 months prior 
to that. In 2012, Winchester’s 
Andrew Greenleaf 
triumphed in 30:34. 

Glynn Tromans still holds 
the course record - clocking 
28.39 in 2003. 

Best local finisher last 
weekend was Southampton 
AC’s Alex Wall-Clarke, who 
was third in 31:23. 

He was followed home by 
club colleagues Ben Brew¬ 
ster (8th, 31:45), Jamie 

Knapp (11th, 32:10) and, Abdi 


Mohamed (14th, 32:20). 

Salisbury Tri Club’s Stuart 
Holloway was 21st in 33:06 
and Lordshill’s Ant Gritton 
23rd in 33:13. 

Eastleigh 10k race director 
Steve Collins said: “The race 
has been going for 33 years 
an I’ve organised it for the 
last 25 years. 

“I enjoy it, especially the 
fun runs. The kids have all 
got smiles on their faces.” 

This year’s race isupported 
Wessex Heartbeat, the Mayor 
of Eastleigh’s Charity Ap¬ 
peal and Wave 105’s Cash for 
Kids appeal. 
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UMORY 
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SAVE THE POSTAGE BY USING 
OUR COLLECTION BOXES 

For your convenience our FWD THE BALL collection boxes arc at the 
addresses betow. It is not necessary to us« cheques or Postal Orders 
■Iwi Ming Ihm bOMs.Tht dmflnt for ttiese boam is lb* TUESDAY. 



SOUTHAMPTON NORTH 

McCOLLS 
19 Fleming Avenue 
North Baddesley 

CO-OP 

Nursling Street, Southampton 

MARTIN THE NEWSAGENT PLC 
14-15 Lordshill Centre 
Southampton 

NEWSMASTER 

The Broadway, Portswood 

Southampton 

ONE STOP 

361 Winchester Road, Southampton 

HIGHFIELD NEWS 
54 Highfield Lane, Southampton 

CO-OP 

109 Bassett Green Road 
Swaythling 

S.N.A. 

1 The Broadway 
Witts Hill, Midanbury 

ARROW NEWS 
1 Premier Parade 
Townhill Park, Southampton 

PREMIER 

237a Aldermoor road 
LORDSWOOD 

McCOLLS 

200 Burgess Road 

Southampton 


TOTTON AND CALMORE 

CO-OP 

219-221 Salisbury Road 
Testwood, Totton 

TESCO EXPRESS 
Nutshalling Close 
Calmore 

McCOLLS 

5 Longstoke Crescent 
Totton 

GOLDSMITHS 
41 Rumbridge Street 
Totton 


SOUTHAMPTON EAST 

NEWSMARKET 
15 Thornhill Park Road 
Southampton 

BEST ONE 
75-77 Sholing Road 
Sholing, Southampton 


BITTERNE PREMIER 
415 Bitterne Road 
Bitterne Southampton 

CO-OP 

141 South East road 
Sholing, Southampton 

MARTIN THE NEWSAGENT PLC 
11 Victoria Road 
Woolston, Southampton 

RICHARD & LISA'S 
32 Queens View, Netley Abbey 

ONE STOP 

Portsmouth Road, Lowford 
CO-OP 

Portsmouth Road, Sholing. 


SOUTHAMPTON CENTRAL 

ISAAC NEWSAGENTS 
37 Queens Way, Southampton 

McCOLLS 

71 Bedford Place, Southampton 

SWEETMARKET 

162 High Street, Southampton. 


ROMSEY 

CO-OP 

13 Seymour Parade 
N. Baddesley 

MARTINS 

11 The Cornmarket, Romsey 
NICWAT 

18 Warren Gardens 
Great Woodley Estate, Romsey 

ROMSEY ADVERTISER OFFICE 
21a Market Place, Romsey 


SOUTHAMPTON WEST 

THOMPSONS PREMIER 
172-176 Windermere Avenue 
Millbrook, Southampton 

PREMIER 
39 Irving Road 
Maybush, Southampton 

H & M NEWS MARKET 
109 Shirley High Street 
Shirley, Southampton 

CITY NEWS 

Park Street, Shirley, Southampton. 

PREMIER EXPRESS 
54 Romsey Road, Shirley 

TWYFORD NEWS 
33-35 Twyford Avenue 
Shirley, Southampton 


WILTON NEWS 
66 Wilton Road 
Shirley, Southampton 

BHAV CONVENIENCE 
St James Road 
Shirley 

SHAYONA 
36 Windrush Road 
Millbrook, Southampton 

HIGH STREET NEWS + PHOTOS 
11a Shirley High Street, Southampton 


EASTLEIGH & CHANDLERS FORD 

CO-OP 

Falkland Road 
Chandlers Ford 

S & E ANDERSON LTD 
83 Hiltingbury Road, 

Chandlers Ford 

MARTIN THE NEWSAGENTS PLC 
1 a Market Street, 

Eastleigh 

BOYATT NEWS 
Shakespeare Road 
Boyatt Wood, Eastleigh 

WHALESMEAD P.0 
166 Fair Oak Road, Eastleigh 

SANDY NEWS 
54 Sandy Lane, Fair Oak 

NEWSMARKET 
High Street, Eastleigh 


HEDGE END & BOTLEY 

HEDGE END PO 
St Johns Centre 
Upper Northan Road 


WATERSIDE 

DIBDEN PURLIEU NEWS 
Beaulieu Road, Hythe 

ONE STOP 

6 Fairview Parade, Hythe 
CO-OP 

163 Long Lane, Holbury 

MARCHWOOD NEWS 
The Forge, Main Road, 
Marchwood. 

CO-OP 

Marchwood Village Centre 

BLACKFIELD NEWSAGENTS 
163 Hampton Lane, Blackfield 

COST CUTTER 
Netley View Post Office, 
Fawley Road, Hythe 


WINCHESTER 

SOUTHERN DAILY ECHO/ 
HAMPSHIRE CHRONICLE 
5 Upper Brook Street, Winchester 
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partnership with 


Find your next car on 

ExchangeandMart 

Connecting buyers and sellers since 1868 

www.exchangeandmart.co.uk 

••• 


APRIL BREAKS 

BOOK NOW FROM ONLY £69! 


1st: Cornwall & Stilly Isles ■ 6 day £509 
2nd: Warners Littlecote House ■ 2 day £69 
7th: Steaming through Dutch Bulbfields - 4 day £349 
9th; Llandudno & Portmeirion - 5 day £315 
14th: Love Herts at Easter - 4 day £263 
14th: Easter on Isle of Wight - 4 day £263 
14th; Easter in Lake District - 4 day £289 
14th & 28th; Dutch Bulbfields/Amsterdam - 4 day £319 
15th: Bank Holiday Mystery Tour - 3 day £179 
15th: Austrian Tyrol in Springtime - 8 days £609 
16th; Killamey & Ring of Kerry - 7 days £585 
17th: Paignton • 5 day £185 
17th: North Devon - 5 day £279 
20th: Lancashire His & Mills - 5 day £359 
21st; Cotswold Blossom Trail - 4 day £295 
23rd; Heart of Scotland/Stirling - 6 day £539 
24th; Warners Alvaston Hall - 5 day £379 
24th; Jersey by Sea • 5 day £329 
24th: Warners Norton Grange - 5 day £239 
29th; Tuscan Riviera/Florence • 10 day £7! 

30th: The Lake District - 6 day £469 


Ml If 

L * / ™ •" " * ^ ■ *« • m 


CALL US OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE 


www.angelatiolidays.co.uk 


Have your suite or favourite 
armchair re-upholstered to 
look and feel like NEW! 


Visit our showroom 


02380 595888 


502 Portswood Road, 
Southampton S017 3SP 
www.deeceeupholstery.co.uk 


Which? 


Trustee trader 


MAKE MEMORIES 
IN JERSEY. FROM 
£29.99 ONE WAY*. 


Jersey 


Fly from Southampton to Jersey and create moments 
to remember with family fun and adventure. 


Book now at flybe.com 




rnc faoicoi way A fit ll^^j 

from A to 11 


fcuyw ithca n 


*Fares are one way including taxes and charges, only available on Flybe.com, subject to availability. Available tor travel until 28.10.17. Route operated by Flybe and Blue Islands. Route information 
correct at time of going to print. No debit card fees apply. Bookings made by credit card will incur a fee of 3% of the total transaction value, with a minimum charge of £5.00 per booking. 
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So, who is 
Valtteri? 


Britain’s three-time world 
champion Lewis Hamilton will have 
a new Mercedes team-mate this 
year after his long-term rival Nico 
Rosberg shocked the sporting 
world by retiring from Formula One. 

Here, we take a closer look at 
Finn Valtteri Bottas. 

What do we know about 
Bottas? 

The 27-year-old made his grand 
prix debut for Williams back in 2013. 
He partnered Felipe Massa for three 
years and out-scored and out¬ 
performed his team-mate. The 
Finn’s impressive displays 
encouraged Ferrari to move for him 
as a replacement for Kimi 
Raikkonen in the summer of 2015, 
but Williams blocked their swoop. 
Bottas is yet to win, or record a pole 
position in FI, but has appeared on 
the podium on nine occasions. 

Why did Mercedes want 
him? 

A move for double world 
champion Fernando Alonso, or 
Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel, who 
won four consecutive titles at Red 
Bull, to sit alongside Hamilton would 



Valtteri Bottas. 


have provided a blockbuster driver 
line-up. But, following Hamilton’s 
fractious, and at times, bitter 
relationship with Rosberg, 

Mercedes have gone for a driver 
who is likely to provide greater 
stability within the team as well as 
possessing the speed and skill 
required to cement their position as 
the sport’s number one constructor. 

Is Bottas good enough to 
challenge Hamilton? 

He has been touted as a future 
world champion by Williams. At the 
launch of the new Mercedes, Bottas 
said he would “rather stay at home” 
if he did not think he could beat his 
new team-mate. But Hamilton will be 
desperate to make amends for 
missing out on the title to Rosberg 
last year, and the Briton also has the 
advantage and experience of being 
with Mercedes since 2013. 

What else do we know 
about him? 

Bottas is married to Emilia 
Pikkarainen, a swimmer who has 
competed for Finland at three 
Olympics. He also has a burger 
named after him in Finland. The 
‘Bottas Burger’, served up by a 
restaurant which sponsored him in 
his junior career, consists of two 
steaks, onion, cheese, tomato and 
mayonnaise. 



Another great ground set to be demolished 



Goodison Park in 1963 


Everton’s proposed departure from 
Goodison Park will see one of the Premier 
League’s most traditional venues closed for 
business. 

On Thursday, Everton took a significant 
step towards their goal of building a new 
stadium on the banks of the River Mersey 
after securing a deal to acquire land at 
Bramley Moore Dock. 

West Ham’s move to the London Stadium 
ahead of this season continued a trend in 
recent years which has divided the Premier 
League neatly in half -10 of the current 20 
clubs have moved ground since the start of 
the Premier League era, nine in the last 20 
years and Middlesbrough in 1995. 


• At the other end of the scale, Everton 
are one of eight to have been in their current 
homes for more than a century while 
Watford continue to redevelop the 95-year- 
old Vicarage Road and Crystal Palace, with 
93 years in Selhurst Park, are also closing 
on three figures. 

• West Ham’s was the first stadium move 
for 10 years, since Arsenal’s Emirates 
Stadium opened in 2006. 

• Five teams - Swansea, Manchester City, 
Hull, Leicester and Saints moved in the five 
years prior to that, and Stoke and 
Sunderland in 1997. 


• Three current Premier League teams - 
Chelsea, Liverpool and Burnley-are still in 
their original ground. Burnley’s Turf Moor is 
the oldest Premier League ground, having 
opened in 1883. 

• Goodison itself dates back to 1892, 
when they moved out of Anfield and were 
replaced by newly-formed Liverpool. 
Tottenham’s White Hart Lane is the other 
remaining 19th-century stadium. 

• West Brom (1900), Manchester United 
and Bournemouth (both 1910) and Chelsea 
(formed in 1905) are the other teams to have 
occupied their current homes for more than 
100 years. 


Key issues of a 
new FI campaign 



Lewis Hamilton. Who can stop him in 2017? 


The new Formula One season is 
finally upon us with Melbourne’s 
Albert Park primed and ready to 
stage the Australian Grand Prix. 

Nico Rosberg’s stunning retire¬ 
ment means the campaign will 
start without its reigning cham¬ 
pion for the first time since 1994, 
while his former rival Lewis 
Hamilton is the favourite to re¬ 
claim the title. 

But what - if any - say will Se¬ 
bastian Vettel’s resurgent Ferrari 
team have? 

Here, the Sports Pink dissects 
all the key talking points ahead 
of the first round of the new cam¬ 
paign. 

HAMILTON FOCUSED 

After missing out to Rosberg 
last season, Hamilton is desper¬ 
ate to avoid defeat again - and his 
no-frills, low-key build-up to the 
season opener (something which 
cannot always be said for the 
Briton) only goes to show he is 100 
per cent focused on getting the job 
done. 

WHO CAN STOP 
HAMILTON? 

So, who will stand in Hamil¬ 
ton’s way from becoming the first 
British driver to win a quartet of 
titles. His new Mercedes team¬ 
mate Valtteri Bottas is polite, 
engaging and a team player - but 
does he have what it takes to beat 
Hamilton over the course of a 
season? Probably not. Ferrari 
were strong in pre-season testing 
and Hamilton believes the Italian 
team arrive in Melbourne with 
the strongest package of the lot. 
While Red Bull appear to be be¬ 
hind both of them. Let us hope 
that Ferrari really do have the 
pace to match Mercedes. Hamil¬ 


ton versus Vettel really could be a 
rivalry for the ages. 

ALONSO BRACED FOR 
TOUGH START 


One driver who will not be com¬ 
peting for the championship is 
Fernando Alonso. The Spaniard’s 
McLaren team are in crisis after 
a dreadful pre-season campaign 
blighted by an uncompetitive and 


unreliable Honda engine. 

Alonso, who is out of contract 
with McLaren at the end of the 
year, is braced for a tough start to 
the new season. “After a difficult 
two weeks of testing we’re pre¬ 
pared to face a difficult weekend 
in Melbourne,” he said. “We’ll 
do our best with what we have.” 
This is the opposite to a ringing 
endorsement of McLaren’s pros¬ 
pects. 

CHANGES 

Following a raft of changes to 
Formula One’s technical rule- 
book, the cars are wider, lower 
and much faster this year. 

It is expected that lap times will 
tumble by up to five seconds and 
they will also be a greater physi¬ 
cal demand for the drivers, too. 

But whether they will actually 
spice up the racing remains to 
be seen. Some drivers - Hamilton 
chiefly among them - believe that 
the extra downforce on the cars 
will make it harder to follow and 
lead to fewer overtakes, while the 
more durable Pirelli tyres means 
the races could be less strategical, 
with more one-stop grands prix. 

LIFE AFTER BERNIE 

And finally, a thought for Bernie 
Ecclestone, who will watch the 
opening race not in charge of 
the sport for the first time in four 
decades. Ecclestone, 86, had his 
faults but he made Formula One 
the global show it is today, and 
while American giants Liberty 
Media - led by Chase Carey and 
Ross Brawn - have talked a good 
game, it should be remembered 
that they have mighty shoes to 
fill. Ecclestone, and his mischie¬ 
vous ways, will be sorely missed 
in the paddock this year. 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£29,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 
■ prizes of £15 each week 

I 1 nCalBSl 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

v I I || II I miCQ 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

IS T I I II II I IHI - 10 for Dorset Echo 

II I f V V V DnZ6.i. ^ 10 for Sunday Independent 

/ 10 for Brighton Argus 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-dear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week's 
jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


RESULTS 



Winners 


Competition number SI 2 


JACKPOT WINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 
T Latchford, Bournemouth, Dorset 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


A Alderson 

Marchwood, Hants 

M Hooker 

Southampton, Hants 

M Barker 

Southampton, Hants 

D Nicholson 

Hedge End, Hants 

J Blakely 

Southampton, Hants 

G Price 

Southampton, Hants 

1 Chandler 

Southampton, Hants 

D Pruce 

North Baddesley, Hants 

J Clark 

Eastleigh, Hants 

R Ramsden 

Southampton, Hants 

P Coombes 

Bartley, Hants 

V Smith 

Southampton, Hants 

W Cramer 

Netley Abbey, Hants 

R Travers 

Southampton, Hants 

D Forder 

Southampton, Hants 

K Wells 

Hythe, Hants 

J Franklin 

North Baddesley, Hants 

WWilliams 

North Baddesley, Hants 

B Glass 

Hythe, Hants 

K Willis 

Southampton, Hants 

Rules 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.' Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6. The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8. Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to www.dailyecho. 
co.uk/promotions/rules, www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you pay by cheque 
your prize money will be paid to you once cheque has cleared. 



competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won 
the next week's prize reverts back 
to £5,000 and the nearest-miss 
prize stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize 
will also be shared. 


SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 
FIND THE BALL 
collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 

Bournemouth Echo 
12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daily Echo 
l2noon Tuesday 
DoreetEcho 
Ctosng ume Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed im 

Bournemouth Echo 
closing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 


Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

t,tle n mr n mrs n miss n ms 

FIRST NAME 


25th March 2017 Please cross box 


SURNAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE _ 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE _ 

I enclose cash/cheque/postal order Value £’s 


S13 
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□ 


On what day(s) do you purchase the Daily Echo? 

MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI 


Do you have the paper 
home delivered? 

□ SAT □ YES □ NO 


□ 

GO 

CROSSES 


125 

U 

CROSSES 

□ 

200 

CROSSES 

□ 

325 

CROSSES 

□ 

450 

CROSSES 


Daily Echo 






















































28 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, March 25,2017 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a 
decade Cloudy2Clear 
windows have become 
a leading company 
for glass replacement. 
Issues with double 
glazing can often be 
gradual and may only 
be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A 
failed glass unit may 
no longer provide you 
with the protection 
you need or be energy 
efficient. Why not spend 
a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you 
have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now 
you can avoid these 
problems. 

Now, you may think 


you need to replace the 
whole window including 
the frames and all the 
hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost 
saving solution... Just 
replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just 
visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 
61 21 118. We will 
send out our highly 
experienced engineers 
for a free no obligation 
quote. A Cloudy2Clear 
quote takes on average 
no longer than 20 
minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will 
sit down with you and 
explain the problem and 


tell you how we can fix it. 
With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a 
wealth of knowledge 
and are recognised as a 
Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed 
by an industry leading 
25 year guarantee. 
Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks 
handles and hinges on all 
windows and doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is Justin Friel and he 
services the Southampton 
& surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows 
are steamed up, broken 
or damaged give Justin a 
call for a free quotation 
on 0800 61 21 118. 


44 

Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 
20 MINS!!! 

55 



Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
WhichP^T rusted 
Trader 


Trusted bswJtr 




Mb*. 


2 


CLEAR 

W I N & O W I 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121 118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f 


1 Daily Echo -JgL 

a r ‘^ iTrf ^ 1 M JF ‘1 



Belfast & the 
Titanic Experience 

4 days from £429 Flying direct from Southampton, 29 May, 
26 June, 4 & 18 September 2017 

The story of the birth of the world’s most famous liner is unveiled in one of 
Europe’s fastest-changing, fascination-packed cities. 


Tour highlights 

>4 Admission to the spectacular Titanic 
Belfast Experience 
A fascinating half-day guided tour of 
Belfast and its major landmarks 
The opportunity to join an optional 
tour of the beautiful Antrim Coast 
and to visit the extraordinary 


Giant’s Causeway 
Fully escorted by a friendly, 
experienced tour manager 
Three nights’ three-star bed 
and buffet breakfast hotel 
accommodation, return flights 
and transfers 


call 0330 160 7751 


visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsl7318 


These holidays are organised 
& operated by Newmarket Air 
Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. AT0L 
protected 2325. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements 
apply Standard phone charges 


0D«ABTA 


BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION, INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, are 
now choosing the smart way to have new 
carpets. Never again will you need to empty 
your room of furniture, and take up your old carpet 
ready for the fitters just to walk in and roll out your 
new carpet. Let's be frank here, if you're paying for a 
job to be done, you shouldn't be expected to do more 
than half the work yourself. It would be like eating 
at a nice restaurant, paying for your meal and then 
washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 
repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 


or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and off 
cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put back 
your ornaments and photographs and then enjoy your 
carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

We would like to acknowledge the exemplary service 
you provided us. 

We are extremely happy with the work you have done 
throughout our house. 

We delighted with the finished product but guidance, 
support and advice you provided throughout was 
invaluable to us. 


It really made what was a fairly daunting task at the 
start, a trouble-free and straightforward process. 
Mr and Mrs G. Lyndhurst 
Just one thing for you to do now 
Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned letter is 
all that it takes, to arrange a free home visit for you to 
choose from over 997 carpets and vinyls, from 11 top 
manufacturers, always in stock whichever carpet you 
need for your home they have a range of quality and 
prices including the least and the most expensive and 
finally rid yourself of your old carpets that you've been 
thinking of changing for years and do it the stress-less 
way, and for the same price as fitting in an empty 
room. With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 

e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 420 feedbacks 




Ch@dtatrade.cam 
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Join us on our Discovery Days! Thursday 30th March 

TEL: 01962 657 534 


Solutions Dental Clinic, 23 Stockbridge Road, Winchester S022 6RN 

Marcus Gambroudes, BDS GDC No. 78063 • Lee Butler, Clinical Dental Technician GDC No. 108662 

Eduard Gazdov, Dentist GDC No. 210576 


Worried about your smile? 


Let us put your mind at rest... 

At Solutions Dental Clinic, we are here to alleviate your fears and show you a new approach to 
dentistry. Give us a call if you have a dental phobia, or you're suffering with bleeding gums, rotated 
and chipped teeth, gaps, and wear old and uncomfortable dentures. 

Our team includes implant Dentist Marcus Gambroudes, Cosmetic Dentist Eduard Gazdov and Clinical 
Dental Technician Lee Butler, create revolutionary solutions that can help restore your lost confidence 
and enable you to smile and enjoy food again. We also offer a sedation service to help you relax 
during dental procedures. 


www.solutionsdentalclinic.co.uk 


SolutionsDental 


Implant assisted dentures 

• Benefit from professionally 
crafted dentures held in 
place with dental implants 

• A stable and secure fit of 
your dentures to your gums 

• Less denture base covering 
the roof of your mouth 

• A bite comparable to your 
own natural teeth 


CHANGIH :li 


Same Day Teeth 

• Same Day Teeth is 
revolutionary technique that 
means we can provide a new 
arch of teeth - fixed in place 
using dental implants - in just 
one day 

• Same day surgical procedure 

• Teeth that look, feel and 
function like natural teeth 

• No need to wear dentures 


SAME 
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1 2 3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 11 

12 13 14 

August 












Sat 13 Watford (h) 

D 1-1 

Forster Cedric+ Targett 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Davis 

= W-Prowse 

s *Long 

Tadic Redmond 1 

+Pied =Hojbjerg ‘Austin 

Fri 19 Man Utd (a) 

LI-2 

Forster Cedric Targett 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu* 

Hjojberg 

Davis= 

Austin 

Long+ Redmond +Rodriguez ^Austin *Clasie 

Sat 27 Sunderland (h) 

D1-1 

Forster Cedric Targett 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Hjojberg* 

Davis 

Austin^ 

Tadic+ Redmond +Long =Rodriguez *W-Prowse 

September 












Sat 10 Arsenal (a) 

LI-2 

Forster Cedric Bertrand 

1 Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Clasie* 

Tadic1= Rodriguez+ Redmond 

+Long = W-Prowse ‘Hjojberg 

Thurs 15 Sp Prague (Eur Lge) (h) W 3-0 

Forster Martina Targett 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu= 

W-Prowse 

Hjojberg 

Tadic* 

Austin 2+ 

Long +Rodriguez1 = Davis *Redmond 

Sun 18 Swansea (h) 

W1-0 

Forster Cedric Bertrand Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Clasie* 

Tadic= 

Long+ 

Redmond 

+Hjojberg =Martina ‘Austinl 

Wed 21 C Palace (Lge Cup, H) 

W 2-0 

McCarthy Martina Targett 

Yoshida 

Fonte 

W-Prowse Reed 

Clasie Heskethl* 

Austin1 + 

Long= 

+Redmond =Tadic ‘Hjojberg 

Sun 25 West Ham (a) 

W 3-0 

Forster Soares+ Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 1 

Hojbjerg 

Tadicl* 

Austin1= 

Redmond +Martina =Long *W-Prowse1 

Thurs 29 Hapoel (Europa Lge) (a) D 0-0 

Forster Martina Targett 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Clasie 

Hesketh+ 

Long 

Redmond= 

+Tadic = Hjojberg 

October 












Sun 2 Leicester (a) 

D 0-0 

Forster Soares+ Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Hojbjerg 

Tadic* 

Austin^ Redmond 

+ Martina =W-Prowse ‘Long 

Sun 16 Burnley (h) 

W 3-1 

Forster Martina Targett+ 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Clasie 

Tadic 

Austin2= 

Redmondl* 

+McQueen =Rodriguez *W-Pr 

Thurs 20 Inter (Europa Lge, a) 

L 0-1 

Forster Martina McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

W-Pr Hojbjerg 

Tadic* 

Long+ 

Rodriguez+ +Austin =Davis *Boufal 

Sun 23 Man City (a) 

D 1-1 

Forster Martina McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Clasie+ 

Tadic* 

Austin= 

Redmondl 

+Hojbjerg =W-Prowse * Boufal 

Wed 26 Sunderland (Lge Cup, h) W 1-0 

McCarthy Stephens McQueen 

Yoshida 

Fonte 

Reed + 

W-Prowse 

Boufall 

lsgrove= 

Hojbjerg 

Rodrigeuz* 

+Clasie =Redmond 

Sun 30 Chelsea (h) 

L 0-2 

Forster Martina Bertrand+ 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Clasie* 

Tadic= 

Austin 

Redmond 

+McQueen =Hojbjerg *Boufal 

November 












Thurs 3 Inter (Europa Lge) (h) 

W 2-1 

Forster Martina McQueen 

Van Dijkl 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Hojbjerg 

Tadic+ 

Rodriguez= Redmond 

+Davis =Austin 

Sat 6 Hull (a) 

LI-2 

Forster Yoshida Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Clasie= 

Tadic+ 

Austinl 

Redmond* 

+Boufal =Rodriguez *JWP 

Sat 19 Liverpool (h) 

D 0-0 

Forster Cedric Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Hojbjerg+ 

Boufal= 

Austin* 

Redmond 

+ Reed =Long *Rodriguez 

Thur 24 Sp Prague (Eur Lge, a) 

L 0-1 

Forster Martina McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Clasie+ 

W-Prowse 

Hojbjerg= 

Long 

Rodriguez 

* Redmond 

+Austin =Boufal ‘Romeu 

Sun 27 Everton (h) 

W1-0 

Forster Cedric Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Hojbjerg 

Sims+ 

Austin1 = 

Redmond* 

+McQueen =Long ‘Clasie 

Wed 30 Arsenal (League Cup, a) W 2-0 

Forster Martina Bertrandl 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Clasiel 

Davis 

Reed+ 

Boufah 

Long 

McQueen 

+Hojbjerg =Sims 

December 












Sat 3 Crystal Palace (a) 

L 0-3 

Forster Cedric Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Hojbjerg-t 

Boufal 

= Austin* 

Redmond 

+Sims =Long ‘McQueen 

Thurs 8 Hapoel (Europa Lge, h) 

D1-1 

Forster Cedric Bernard 

Van Dijkl 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Davis 

Hojbjerg+ 

Sims* 

Austin= 

Redmond 

+ W-Prowse =Long ‘Tadic 

Sun 11 Middlesbrough (h) 

W1-0 

Forster Martina McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Clasie+ 

Boufall = 

Rodriguez Tadic* 

+Long =Davis ‘Redmond 

Wed 14 Stoke (a) 

D 0-0 

Forster Martina* Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Davis 

Boufal 

Long+ 

Redmond= 

+Rodriguez =Tadic ‘McQueen 

Sun 18 Bournemouth (a) 

W 3-1 

Forster Soares Bertrandl 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Reed+ 

Hojbjerg 

Clasie 

Boufal* 

Rodriguez2= Redmond 

+Davis = Long * Tadic 

Wed 28 Tottenham (h) 

LI-4 

Forster Soares Bertrand 

Van Dijkl 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Davis+ 

Boufal= 

Rodriguez* Redmond 

+Long = Hojbjerg ‘Tadic 

Sat 31 West Brom (h) 

LI-2 

Forster Martina+ McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Hojbjerg= 

Davis 

Boufal 

Longl 

Tadic* 

+W-Prowse =Rodriguez *Sims 

January 












Mon 2 Everton (a) 

L 0-3 

Forster Soares+ McQueen 

Yoshida 

Fonte 

Romeu 

J W-Prowse 

Clasie= 

Tadic* 

Rodriguez 

Redmond 

+Stephens =Long ‘Boufal 

Sat 7 Norwich (FAC, a) 

D 2-2 

Lewis Stephens Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Reed+ 

J W-Prowse 

Hojbjerg 

Tadic 

Long= 

Sims* 

+Romeu =Rodriguez ‘Redmond 

Wed 11 Liverpool (LC, h) 

W1-0 

Forster Soares Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Clasie= 

Davis+ 

Tadic 

Rodriguez* 

Redmondl +W-Prowse =Hojbjerg *Long 

Sat 14 Burnley (a) 

L 0-1 

Forster Soares Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

J W-Prowse Hojbjerg 

Tadic+ 

Long 

Redmond= 

+Rodriguez =Sims 

Wed 18 Norwich (FAC, h) 

W1-0 

Lewis Martina McQueen 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Reed+ 

J W-Prowse Clasie 

Sims 

Longl 

Rodriguez= +Romeu =Redmond 

Sat 21 Leicester (h) 

W 3-0 

Forster Soares Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida+ 

Romeu 

J W-Prowsel Hojbjerg 

= Tadicl 

Rodriguezl 

* Redmond +Stephens =Clasie *Long 

Wed 25 Liverpool (LC, a) 

W1-0 

Forster Soares Bertrand 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

J W-Prowse= Davis 

Tadic 

Rodriguez+ Redmond 

1* +Long =Hojbjerg *Sims 

Sat 28 Arsenal (FAC) (h) 

L 0-5 

Lewis Martina McQueen 

Stephens 

Gardos 

Reed 

Clasie 

Hojbjerg 

Sims 

Long = 

lsgrove+ 

+Tadic =Redmond 

Tues 31 Swansea (a) 

LI-2 

Forster Soares Bertrand 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Clasie 

Davis 

Tadic+ 

Longl 

Redmond 

= +Boufal =McQueen 

February 












Sat 4 West Ham (h) 

LI-3 

Forster Soares Bertrand 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

J W-Proswse Davis 

Gabbiadinil Boufal+ 

Rodriguez= +Long =Redmond 

Sat 11 Sunderland (a) 

W 4-0 

Forster Soares Bertrand 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

J W-Prowse 

t Davis < 

Gabbiandini2= Tadic+ 

Redmond 

+Hojbjerg =Long1 

Sun 26 Man Utd (LC final) 

L 2-3 

Forster Soares Bertrand 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

J W-Prowse 

s Davis+ 

Gabbiadini2= Tadic* 

Redmond 

+Rodriguez =Long ‘Boufal 

March 












Sat 4 Watford (a) 

W 4-3 

Forster Soares Bertrand 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

J W-Prowse’ 

* Davis 

Gabbiadini1+ Tadic= 

Redmond 

+Long =Clasie * Boufal 

Sun 19 Tottenham (a) 

LI-2 

Forster Soares Bertrand ! 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

J W-Prowsel Davis 

Gabbiadini+ Tadic= 

Redmond* 

+Long =Boufal ‘Rodriguez 


April 

Sat 1 Bournemouth 
Wed 5 Crystal Palace 
Sat 8 West Brom 
Sat 15 Man City 
Tues 25 Chelsea 
Sat 29 Hull 
May 

Sat 6 Liverpool 
Sat 13 Middlesbrough 
Sun 21 Stoke 


(h) 

(h) 

(a) 

(h) 

(a) 

(h) 

(a) 

(a) 

(h) 
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NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


EASTLEIGH 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 


August 


6 Guiseley (H) 

W2-1 

9 Braintree (A) 

D1-1 

13 Tranmere (A) 

LI-2 

16 Dover (H) 

L2-4 

20 Wrexham (A) 

D 0-0 

27 Solihull Moors (H) 

W2-0 

29 Bromley (A) 

W5-0 

September 


3 North Ferriby (H) 

W2-0 

10 Southport (H) 

D1-1 

13 Forest Green (A) 

D1-1 

17 Macclesfield (A) 

W1-0 

24 Sutton (H) 

W2-1 

October 


1 Woking (A) 

D3-3 

4 Maidstone (H) 

W3-0 

8 Dagenham & Red (H) 

L 0-1 

22 Lincoln (A) 

D 0-0 

25 Torquay (H) 

W3-0 

29 Barrow (A) 

L0-4 

November 


12 York (H) 

D1-1 

19 Gateshead (A) 

D2-2 

22 Aldershot (A) 

W1-0 

26 Chester (H) 

L 0-3 

29 Maidstone (A) 

LI-2 

December 


17 Southport (A) 

L3-4 

26 Boreham Wood (H) 

D2-2 

January 


1 Boreham Wood (A) 

W1-0 

10 Forest Green (H) 

D1-1 

21 Sutton (A) 

D1-1 

28 Woking (H) 

L 0-1 

February 


11 Guiseley (A) 

D1-1 

14 Braintree (H) 

L 0-2 

18 Tranmere (H) 

L 0-2 

21 Macclesfield (H) 

L 0-1 

25 Dover (A) 

L 0-3 

28 Aldershot (H) 

D1-1 

March 


4 York (A) 

LI-3 

11 Barrow (H) 

W2-0 

18 Chester (A) 

W1-0 

21 Torquay (A) 

W3-2 

25 Gateshead 

(H) 

April 


1 Dagenham & Red 

(A) 

8 Lincoln 

(H) 

14 North Ferriby 

(A) 

17 Bromley 

(H) 

22 Solihull Moors 

(A) 

29 Wrexham 

(H) 


GOSPORTBOROUGH 

NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 


August 


6 Maidenhead United (a) 

L 0-3 

9 Truro City (h) 

W3-1 

13 Eastbourne Borough (H) 

W3-1 

16 Dartford (A) 

D 0-0 

20 East Thurrock United (A) 

LI-5 

27 Bishop's Stortford (H) 

L 0-1 

29 Oxford City (A) 

W2-1 

September 


3 Ebbsfleet United (H) 

W1-0 

6 Hampton & RB (H) 

D1-1 

10 Hungerford Town (A) 

D3-3 

13 Bath City (A) 

L0-4 

24 Margate (H) 

W1-0 

October 


8 St. Albans City (A) 

LI-2 

15 Chelmsford City (H) 

L 0-6 

22 Wealdstone (H) 

LI-3 

29 Hemel Hempstead Tn (A) 

W2-1 

November 


5 Welling United (H) 

D1-1 

12 Weston-super-Mare (A) 

D1-1 

19 Concord Rangers (H) 

L2-5 

December 


3 Whitehawk (A) 

D4-4 

17 Ebbsfleet United (A) 

L 0-2 

26 Poole Town (H) 

L 0-2 

January 


2 Poole Town (A) 

L 0-7 

7 Hungerford Town (A) 

L14 

24 East Thurrock (H) 

LI-5 

28 Maidenhead United (H) 

L 0-2 

February 


11 Dartford (H) 

L 04 

18 Eastbourne Borough (A) 

L 0-2 

21 Truro (A) 

L 0-2 

25 Hemel Hempstead Town (H) L 0-6 

March 


4 Wealdstone (A) 

LI-2 

11 Margate (A) 

L 0-2 

18 St. Albans City (H) 

W4-0 

21 Bath City (H) 

W1-0 

25 Chelmsford City 

(A) 

April 


1 Weston-super-Mare 

(H) 

8 Welling United 

(A) 

14 Bishop's Stortford 

(A) 

17 Oxford City 

(H) 

22 Concord Rangers 

(A) 

29 Whitehawk 

(H) 


POOLE TOWN 


NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 


August 

6 Ebbsfleet United (A) 

L 0-4 

9 Maidenhead United (H) 

W1-0 

13 Bishop's Stortford (H) 

W1-0 

16 Weston-Super-Mare (A) 

D 0-0 

20 Margate (H) 

W1-0 

27 Hemel Hempstead Town (A) W 4-2 

29 Bath City (H) 

W1-0 

September 

3 Wealdstone (A) 

D2-2 

6 St Albans City (A) 

L 0-4 

10 Eastbourne Borough (H) 

D1-1 

13 Truro City (A) 

D 0-0 

24 Welling United (H) 

W2-1 

October 

8 Hampton & Richmond (A) 

W2-0 

15 Oxford City (H) 

LI-3 

22 Hungerford Town (A) 

W1-0 

29 East Thurrock United (H) 

D1-1 

November 

5 Chelmsford City (H) 

W4-0 

12 Concord Rangers (A) 

L2-3 

19 Whitehawk (H) 

W3-1 

December 

3 Dartford (A) 

LI-2 

17 Wealdstone (H) 

D1-1 

26 Gosport Borough (A) 

W2-0 

January 

2 Gosport Borough (H) 

W7-0 

7 Eastbourne Borough (A) 

D 0-0 

14 Margate (A) 

W2-0 

28 Ebbsfleet United (H) 

L 0-2 

February 

4 Maidenhead United (A) 

D1-1 

7 St Albans (H) 

W1-0 

11 Weston-Super-Mare (H) 

W2-0 

18 Bishop's Stortford (A) 

W41 

25 East Thurrock United (A) 

W2-1 

March 

11 Welling United (A) 

LI-2 

18 Hampton & Richmond (H) 

D3-3 

21 Truro City (H) 

W2-0 

25 Oxford City 

(A) 

April 

1 Concord Rangers 

(H) 

8 Chelmsford City 

(A) 

15 Hemel Hempstead Town 

(H) 

17 Bath City 

(A) 

22 Whitehawk 

(A) 

29 Dartford 

(H) 


AFC TOTTON 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 

Division 1 South & West 


August 

6 Hereford (H) 

LI-2 

9 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

L 0-1 

13 North Leigh (A) 

W3-2 

16 Larkhall Athletic (H) 

LI-6 

27 Bishops Cleeve (A) 

L2-3 

29 Salisbury (H) 

L 0-4 

September 

10 Evesham United (A) 

D 0-0 

24 Shortwood United (A) 

LI-2 

27 Wimborne Town (H) 

LI-6 

October 

1 Yate Town (H) 

D1-1 

15 Tiverton Town (A) 

L2-3 

22 Slimbridge(H) 

W3-1 

25 Didcot Town (A) 

L2-3 

November 

5 Bridgwater Town (H) 

W2-1 

12 Mangotsfield United (A) 

L 0-3 

19 North Leigh (H) 

L 0-3 

23 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

D 0-0 

26 Hereford (A) 

L 0-5 

29 Swindon Supermarine (H) 

LI-2 

December 

3 Wantage Town (H) 

D2-2 

10 Bideford (A) 

D 0-0 

13 Taunton (H) 

LI-3 

17 Paulton Rovers (H) 

W1-0 

26 Salisbury (A) 

L 0-2 

January 

2 Winchester City (H) 

LI-3 

7 Taunton Town (A) 

L 0-5 

14 Barnstaple Town (H) 

D1-1 

28 Shortwood United (H) 

W2-0 

February 

4 Wimborne Town (A) 

L 0-3 

11 Tiverton Town (H) 

LI-3 

18 Yate Town (A) 

W3-1 

25 Didcot Town (H) 

W2-1 

March 

11 Bridgwater Town (A) 

W2-0 

14 Paulton (A) 

D2-2 

18 Mangotsfield United (H) 

L 0-1 

25 Wantage Town 

(A) 

29 Slimbridge 

(A) 

April 

1 Bideford 

(H) 

8 Barnstaple Town 

(A) 

15 Bishops Cleeve 

(H) 

17 Winchester City 

(A) 

22 Evesham 

(H) 


SALISBURY 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 

Division 1 South & West 


August 

6 Evesham Utd (H) 

W1-0 

10 Winchester City (A) 

L2-4 

13 Taunton Town (A) 

L 1-3 

16 Bishops Cleeve (H) 

W4-1 

27 Mangotsfield United (H) 

W2-1 

29 AFC Totton (A) 

w^o 

September 

10 Bideford (H) 

D4-4 

24 Yate Town (A) 

LI-3 

27 Didcot Town (H) 

W3-2 

October 

15 Slimbridge (A) 

LI-2 

18 North Leigh (A) 

L2-3 

22 Barnstaple Town (H) 

W5-0 

November 

5 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

W5-1 

12 Tiverton Town (H) 

LI-2 

19 Taunton Town (H) 

W5-2 

26 Evesham Utd (A) 

L 2-3 

December 

3 Hereford (A) 

LI-3 

6 Bishops Cleeve (A) 

W5-0 

10 Shortwood Utd (H) 

W1-0 

17 Bridgwater Town (A) 

W3-1 

20 Paulton (A) 

W3-0 

26 AFC Totton (H) 

W2-0 

January 

2 Wimborne Town (A) 

W1-0 

7 North Leigh (H) 

LI-2 

14 Wantage Town (A) 

W1-0 

28 Yate Town (H) 

W4-0 

February 

4 Didcot Town (A) 

W1-0 

11 Slimbridge (H) 

W3-0 

18 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

W6-1 

25 Paulton Rovers (H) 

W3-1 

March 

4 Barnstaple Town (A) 

W4-1 

11 Larkhall Athletic (H) 

W5-0 

14 Winchester (H) 

W3-1 

18 Tiverton Town (A) 

L 0-2 

25 Hereford 

(H) 

28 Bridgwater 

(H) 

April 

1 Shortwood Utd 

(A) 

8 Wantage Town 

(H) 

15 Mangotsfield Utd 

(A) 

17 Wimborne Town 

(H) 

22 Bideford 

(A) 


WINCHESTER 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 

Division 1 South & West 


August 

6 Slimbridge (A) 

L3-5 

10 Salisbury (H) 

W4-2 

13 Mangotsfield United (H) 

L 0-2 

16 Didcot Town (A) 

L 0-4 

27 Tiverton Town (H) 

L0-4 

29 Wimborne Town (A) 

D2-2 

September 

10 Hereford (H) 

L 0-2 

24 Bridgwater Town (H) 

W4-1 

27 Wantage Town (A) 

W1-0 

October 

15 Didcot (H) 

W3-1 

18 Shortwood (A) 

LI-2 

22 Taunton Town (A) 

LI-3 

26 Bishops Cleeve (H) 

LI-2 

November 

5 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

W2-0 

16 North Leigh (H) 

LI-2 

December 

3 Barnstaple Town (A) 

W3-1 

10 Paulton Rovers (H) 

W3-1 

14 Yate (H) 

W 1-0 

17 Bideford (A) 

W2-1 

21 Slimbridge (H) 

W7-0 

26 Wimborne Town (H) 

L 0-1 

January 

2 AFC Totton (A) 

W3-1 

7 Shortwood Utd (H) 

W43 

11 Evesham (A) 

LI-3 

14 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

W2-1 

28 Bridgwater Town (A) 

W1-0 

February 

4 Wantage Town (H) 

W3-0 

11 North Leigh (A) 

L 0-2 

14 Mangotsfield (A) 

D3-3 

18 Evesham Utd (H) 

W4-1 

25 Bishops Cleeve (A) 

L 0-1 

28 Bideford (H) 

D 0-0 

March 

4 Taunton Town (H) 

D1-1 

11 Swindon Supermarine (H) 

L 0-1 

14 Salisbury (A) 

LI-3 

18 Yate Town (A) 

L 0-1 

25 Barnstaple Town 

(H) 

April 

1 Paulton Rovers 

(A) 

8 Larkhall Athletic 

(H) 

15 Tiverton Town 

(A) 

17 AFC Totton 

(H) 

22 Hereford 

(A) 
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Surprise 

surprise! 

James Vince believes Hampshire 
could be the Specsavers County 
Championship’s surprise package this 
year. 

After avoiding relegation by default, 
Hampshire have responded with 
several big signings. 

In come South African Kolpaks Rilee 
Rossouw and Kyle Abbott alongside 
overseas star George Bailey, while 
Fidel Edwards, Michael Carberry, 
Reece Topley and Chris Wood have 
returned to full fitness. 

“Last year it felt like we had a decent 
squad but the injuries hampered us 
and we probably didn’t have the 
strength and depth to compete with the 
top sides,” Vince said. 

“I’m really excited heading into this 
year and the group are really excited 
too. 

“Since I’ve been involved it’s 
probably our strongest squad in terms 
of strength and depth of both batting 
and bowling and some of the younger 
guys that have moved up have become 
even better players so fingers crossed 
guys stay fit. 

“We’ve got a really good chance of 
challenging in all three competitions. 

“The belief of everyone is that we 
really can compete with anyone in the 
division. 

“Obviously a handful of other 
counties have been strong for a good 
few years, Yorkshire, Middlesex and 
teams like that, but I think we could be 
the surprise this year.” 

Vince enjoyed his first winter as 



James Vince 

father after a disappointing first seven 
Tests run last year, in which he 
averaged 19.27 against Sri Lanka and 
Pakistan. 

Before captaining the South to their 
3-0 series win against the North in the 
UAE this week, a three-game stint at 
the Big Bash and October’s ODI series 
in Bangladesh was the only 
competitive cricket Vince had played 
this winter. 

He explained: “I’ve got a new baby 
girl so it’s been nice to spend some 
time at home and have a decent break. 

I think it’s done me a lot of good. It’s 
tiring, but I love it and she’s all well. 

“I’ve been working on technical stuff 
throughout the off-season here with the 
coaches and it’s been the first winter 
where I haven’t been away playing for 
the full period. 

“It’s been nice to put the bat down for 
a bit and enjoy time at home.” 

Vince admits: “If I could rewind eight 
months I would, but that’s gone. 
Obviously I want to get back into the 
side. 

“There’s a lot of one-day cricket in 
England so a few good performances 
could move you up the ladder further 
down the line. 

“The work I’ve been doing has 
hopefully moved my game forward. 

“All I can do is perform well in four- 
day cricket for Hampshire and see 
where I end up at the end of the year.” 


Play with 'smile 


By David 

Clough 



England captains Eoin Morgan 
and Joe Root have been told to 
play “brave cricket” with “smiles 
on their faces” as part of a wider 
strategy by the sport’s national 
governing body to grow the game. 

After five years with little 
change in the number of regular 
players at grassroots level, the 
England and Wales Cricket Board 
(ECB) is making a big push on 
boosting participation. 

This week they launched a new 
campaign targeted at five-to- 
eight-year-olds - and their mums 
and dads - called All Stars Cricket. 

But as well as trying to “get 
them young”, ECB chief execu¬ 
tive Tom Harrison wants the 
players and fans of the future to 
be entertained and inspired by to¬ 
day’s stars. 

Harrison said: “(Director of 
cricket) Andrew Strauss and the 
England team are very clear that 
part of their responsibility is 
playing brave cricket - this com¬ 
mitment to playing an exciting 
formula of cricket every time 
they go on the park is linked to 
(the participation strategy). 

“Joe Root and Eoin Morgan un¬ 
derstand their responsibility to 
play exciting cricket for future 
generations to connect with and 
for fans to get behind. 

“It’s a very deliberate strategy. 
It doesn’t work every time but we 
understand you’re more likely to 
be forgiven for having a bad day 
if you’ve tried everything to win 
a game as opposed to trying not to 
lose it, which is a key difference. 

“Ever since Andrew took the 
job as director of cricket he saw 
the link between successful Eng¬ 
land teams, and I mean successful 
by approach as much as results, 
was key.” 

This commitment to attacking 
cricket has been seen most con¬ 
sistently with Morgan’s limited- 
overs England sides, particularly 
in the 50-over format in which 
England now regularly score 
more than 300 in an innings and 
last August posted a record 444 
against Pakistan at Trent Bridge. 

Indeed, five of England’s six 
highest ODI scores have all been 
recorded since June 2015. 

Their incredible 444/3 total is 
followed by 408/9 against New 
Zealand at Edgbaston in June 
2015, 399/9 against South Africa 
in Bloemfontein in January 2016, 
391/4 against Bangladesh at Trent 
Bridge in June 2005, 366/8 against 
India in Cuttack in January of 
this year, and 365/9 against New 
Zealand at The Oval in June 2015. 

Having only taken over from 
Alastair Cook in February, Root 
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On the day the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) 
launched its first nationwide initiative for young children, 
the governing body's chief executive Tom Harrison spoke 
to journalists about the wide range of challenges and 
opportunities the game faces. 

Here are the best bits of a 90-minute interview... 

On the popularity of T20 

We're in a different world now. There's a reason why T20 
blows everything out of the water in terms of ratings and 
that's because people know they're going to see some ex¬ 
citing cricket and some great skills. 

You see that in other formats, too, 
but in T20 you have that guarantee 
of entertainment. 

On the shortage of good grass¬ 
roots facilities 

A third of all cricket played here is 
casual cricket. I've also spent a lot 
of time in the (Indian) subcontinent 
and every time I'm there I'm struck 
by the accessibility of cricket. It's no 
less meaningful when it's played in 
the backyard or storm drain or if 
you draw some stumps on a brick 
wall. You don't need a park to play 
cricket. 

On finding room for games the 
public want, in all three formats 

We've got big players now in mul¬ 
tiple formats and we have to make 
sure there is a narrative. It's a very 
complex discussion as we are trying 
to knit together 10 nations, hopefully 12 soon, three 
formats and domestic T20 on the top. That's when you 
find out 12 months are not enough. But England is well 
placed because we've got a May to September window 
where fewer countries are competing. 

On today's players being less famous than those 
from previous generations 

We have global icons in this game. Ben Stokes (pictured) 
is a massive star internationally and Joe Root is a phenom¬ 
enally big name. I understand the emotion of the argu¬ 
ment but I don't think it's backed up. The proliferation 
of media now means you are competing as much with 
TOWIE as you are football. But we've got huge stars...it's 
just different. We're the third biggest sport on Facebook. 

On International Cricket Council president 


Shashank Manohar's resignation 

I was very surprised. We can safely say that. We are now 
working very closely with our international partners to 
make sure the ICC's scheduled reforms go through. It's 
really important they are carried through. The ICC is go¬ 
ing in the right direction and we're working hard to make 
sure that continues. 

On baseball's popularity in the UK 

I think baseball has got a lot to worry about from cricket. 
We're a global sport, we've got a product that appeals 
to multiple communities and we're 
in an expansionist frame of mind. 
We have lots of conversations with 
baseball and we want to work 
closely with them. I don't see it as 
a threat. 

On cricket becoming an Olym¬ 
pic sport 

Cricket in the Olympics is a very 
positive aspiration. It would be a 
clear statement of intent but it's 
something for the ICC. It would 
need a concerted campaign, with 
the entire game behind it. But 
look at rugby, they've got a much 
broader sport to talk about now. 
And if you want to talk about ex¬ 
pansion in the US, China or South 
America, it's going to be a lot 
easier if you're an Olympic sport. 

On football encroaching on 
cricket's summer window 

When we have our window in the summer people really 
want to get their minds off football. I'm confident cricket 
has the tools to deal with anything thrown at us, even if 
football moved to the summer. Cricket plays an incredibly 
important role in this country's sports diet. The reach of 
this sport is astonishing, so we're not nervous. 

On the importance of the new domestic T20 tour¬ 
nament for 2020 

It's about having something in a block, with the best 
players creating an appointment to view on a regular 
basis. We're targeting a young audience with new brands 
that will connect with them in a different way. There 
will be an arrangement with venues to host matches but 
this is no traditional franchise model. We're not looking 
at third-party ownership. It's all about us doing stuff 
together for the benefit of the game. 
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has not had a chance to stamp 
his personality on the Test side 
yet - but a change of attitude is 
expected. 

Citing evidence that people who 
play the game are more likely to 
consume it and the importance of 
instilling those habits young - es¬ 
pecially now with so much com¬ 
petition for youngsters’ attention, 
pocket money and time - Harrison 


said the days of England trying to 
grind out a one-off Test victory 
are over. 

“People like the fact the team is 
taking calculated risks, at very 
competitive limits, but also with a 
smile on their faces,” he said. 

But Harrison’s vision for Eng¬ 
lish cricket goes far beyond teach¬ 
ing five-year-olds to copy the likes 
of Jos Buttler and Ben Stokes by 


swinging for the fences. 

He wants more people playing, 
at every age, in every community, 
and he wants to translate that 
into a vibrant sport that stands 
on its own two feet commercially. 

Crucial to that financial well¬ 
being, in Harrison’s view, will be 
the new domestic Twenty20 tour¬ 
nament he is planning for 2020. 

The basic plan - eight city-based 
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from page 15 

Ted MacDougall 

After leaving Saints in 
October 1978 to return to 
AFC Bournemouth, the 
Cherries legend signed for 
Detroit Express for the 1979 
season. There he scored nine 
times in 19 appearances 
alongside Trevor Francis, 
who a few months earlier 
had become the first £lm 
footballer in British history. 

Francis was a big success 
Stateside. He appeared in 
33 NASL games in 1978 and 
1979 and netted 36 goals. He 
scored more times in the 
NASL than Pele, despite 
playing 23 fewer games. 

Eric Martin 

The Dell goalkeeper 
appeared for Washington 
between 1975-1979, being 
named in the All-Star 2nd XI 
in 1976. 

Jim McCalliog 

Forever revered by Saints 
fans for supplying the pass 
that led to Bobby Stokes’ 

FA Cup winner, the Scottish 
midfielder was sold to 
Chicago Sting less than 
12 months later following 
the arrival of Alan Ball. 



Frank Worthington 


McCalliog would only play 
one season in the NASL. 

Peter Osgood 

A club record signing at 
£275,000 when he arrived 
at The Dell in March 1974, 
the Chelsea legend scored 
36 goals in 161 games before 
leaving in November 1977 to 
sign for Philadelphia Fury. 
Only managed one goal in 
23 appearances, though, and 
returned to Stamford Bridge 
in December 1978. 

Dave Watson 

The former Saints and 
England defender was 
playing for Stoke City when 
he spent his only NASL 
season with Vancouver 
Whitecaps in 1983. 

Frank Worthington 


teams of the best players in the 
world playing each other in a sin¬ 
gle block of fixtures over a sum¬ 
mer - has been much debated al¬ 
ready. 

Hampshire Cricket chairman 
Rod Bransgrove is a big fan of a 
structure clearly heavily influ¬ 
enced by the success of the Indian 
Premier League and Australian 
Big Bash tournaments. 


Harrison believes there is no 
rush to finalise the tournament’s 
teams and venues at all, and they 
will not be settled before he tries 
to sell its broadcasting rights in 
the coming weeks. 

The former Derbyshire player, 
who took over as ECB boss in 
2015, was bullish on the sport’s 
appeal to pay- and terrestrial- 
TV broadcasters, as well newer 


entrants to the market, such as 
Amazon, Facebook and YouTube. 

With the Champions Trophy 
and Women’s World Cup in Eng¬ 
land this summer, Pakistan and 
India visiting next summer, the 
Cricket World Cup in 2019 and a 
new domestic T20 competition 
the following year, Harrison said 
the English game was in a great 
place to grow participation, bring 


in new sponsors and sell lucrative 
broadcasting packages. 

And on the subject of the 2019 
Cricket World Cup, the Interna¬ 
tional Cricket Council is close 
to agreeing a deal to stage two 
games of the tournament at the 
centrepiece of the London 2012 
Olympics, now known as the Lon¬ 
don Stadium and home to West 
Ham, on drop-in wickets. 


The colourful striker had 
just finished as the First 
Division’s top scorer in 
1978/79 when he made his 
NASL debut for Philadelphia 
Fury. Two years later he 
returned to score 11 times in 
26 appearances for Tampa 
Bay Rowdies. Played one 
season for Saints in 1983/84. 
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Symonds eyeing 
a double success 


By Mike 

Vimpany 



Peter Symonds have a potential 
Hampshire Colleges league and 
cup double in their sights after 
wrapping up a second consecu¬ 
tive title. 

They finally put the champion¬ 
ship to bed with a 5-1 win over 
Sparsholt and a 3-2 success at 
Farnborough. 

Now all eyes are on the Pe¬ 
ter Munro Cup final showdown 
against Itchen at Sparsholt Col¬ 
lege on Wednesday week, April 5. 

Peter Symonds’ haven’t won 
the cup since 2002, while it’s five 
years since Itchen’s name was 
last etched on the trophy 

Symonds celebrated back-to- 
back titles with 13 wins from 15 
outings - runners-up Barton Pe- 
veril being the only side to beat 
them (in that bizarre 6-4 victory 
last month), with a 2-2 draw in 
the mud at Itchen the only other 
blemish on an otherwise perfect 
record. 

Goals have certainly been in 
plentiful supply, with PSC scoring 
at an average of five per match 
- 78 in the 15 league outings be¬ 
fore Wednesday’s last game with 
Brockenhurst. 

Max Kirwan has scored on 22 
occasions and midfielder Harry 
Bayles 17 - Symonds pace up front 
undoing most opposing defences, 
with left-sider Jay Bugg hitting 
the target 11 times, including a 
late winner at Farnborough in 
midweek. 

What Symonds’ aren’t so good 
at is keeping the ball out of their 
own net - an Achilles heel Itchen 
will look to exploit in the cup fi¬ 
nal. 

Coach Rob Kitley reflected: “We 
knew from the successes of last 
year that this season could be an¬ 
other fruitful one. 

“I believe this first team is 
stronger than last year’s, cer¬ 
tainly in terms of their technical 
ability, but also their undeniable 
character in games: coming from 
behind against top teams, as well 
as being pegged back when going 
comfortably in front, to still win 
matches. 

“The talent has been confirmed 
in six players from PSC being se¬ 
lected in to the Hampshire Coun¬ 
ty side (across the season), with 
Harry Bayles and Max Kirwan 
having particularly outstanding 
seasons, and undoubtedly con¬ 
tributed to the successes of Col- 
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Peter Symonds - College League champions again. Back (from left) Pete Thatcher, Max Kirwan, Tom Steggall, Sam 
Morgan, Aaron Whitmarsh, Kristian Jukes, Joe Eller, Keegan Clark, Anthony Croucher. Front: Harry Bayles, George 
Hodgkins, Billy Brindley, Dan Burdock, Jay Bugg, Ben Moore, Mick Robinson. 


King Edward Vi's soccer team gave 
their coach Martin Kulka the perfect 
retirement gift by winning the 
Hampshire Colleges 1C cup. The 
long serving KES languages teacher, 
who retires this summer, watched 
Tom Smart and Sam Woodcock 
scored two goals each in the 5-2 cup 


final defeat of Fareham. The fifth 
was an own goal. 

"It was a close and hard fought 
game with chances at either end," 
said Kulka, who had a special 
word of praise for goalkeeper Matt 
Stelling. "He had a great game 
and pulled off a series of important 


saves," he added. 

King Edward VI, the Hampshire 
Colleges cup winners. Back (from 
left) James Young, Barney Taylor, 
Matt Stelling, Tom Smart, Robbie 
Stelling, Matt Giles. Front: Matt 
Pimley, Jacob Baxendale, Sam 


lege and County sides. 

“We think either Max or Harry 
has scored in every game this 
year for college and county.” 

The 5-1 win over Sparsholt was 
little more than a walk in the park 
- or the mud, as it happened - for 
Peter Symonds, Kirwan celebrat¬ 
ing his fifth brace of the cam¬ 
paign, on top of two previous hat- 
tricks. 

But the championship clinch¬ 
ing 3-2 win over Farnborough 
was anything but a stroll - Boro’ 


using the game as a full dress 
rehearsal for next Wednesday’s 
ESFA Colleges final against York 
at Doncaster Rovers’ Keepmoat 
Stadium. 

Symonds made the perfect start, 
with Bayles looming a deflected 
20-yarder over the goalkeeper’s 
head inside the first minute. 

With goalkeeper Aaron Whit¬ 
marsh assured, PSC held firm - 
until Aaron Simpson celebrated 
his Farnborough debut by coming 
off the sub’s bench and scoring 


the equaliser. 

There were late first half chanc¬ 
es at either end before Bayles 
restored Symonds’ lead during a 
torrential rain storm minutes af¬ 
ter the restart. 

Back came FB with a well taken 
Jake Wilson leveller. 

Symonds squandered two good 
chances - and had one cleared off 
their own goal-line - before Bugg 
headed an unchallenged winner 
from a corner to wrap up back-to- 
back titles. 


Wiggins set 
to 'shock' 

SIR Bradley Wiggins has 
vowed to “shock a few 
people” when he finally has 
his say on doping allegations. 

The five-time Olympic 
champion described the 
claims he may have broken 
anti-doping rules - which 
he strongly denies - as 
“horrible” and “the worst 
thing to be accused of 
when you’re a man of my 
integrity”. 

The former Team Sky 
rider promised he would 
have “a lot to say” when UK 
Anti-Doping has finished its 
investigation into allegations 
he was injected with 
triamcinolone, a powerful 
corticosteroid, at the end 
of the 2011 Criterium du 
Dauphine race. 

Speaking on Soccer AM 
on Sky Sports 1, Wiggins 
said: “It’s been horrible, 
but fortunately there is an 
investigation going on. It’s 
the worst thing to be accused 



Sir Bradley Wiggins 


of when you’re a man of my 
integrity, if you like, what I 
believe anyway, and what I’ve 
done to get where I am today. 

“Fortunately there’s an 
investigation and I obviously 
can’t say too much because 
that will run its course and 
then I’ll have my say. There’s 
a lot to say and it’s going to 
shock a few people.” 

Winners of four of the 
last five Tours de France, 
Team Sky have been under 
scrutiny since October 
when it was revealed UKAD 
was looking into a claim 
Wiggins was injected with 
triamcinolone at the end of 
the 2011 Criterium. 

Thanks to the Fancy 
Bears computer hackers, 
it emerged last September 
that Wiggins was given 
permission for jabs of the 
otherwise-banned drug 
before his three biggest races 
in 2011, 2012 and 2013. The 
now-retired rider did not 
have permission to use it at 
the Dauphine, though. 
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Wh ite hot as Romsey boost su rviva I hopes Testiands' 


Romsey Comrades’ fight for survival in Jun¬ 
ior 3 of the City of Southampton Sunday 
League was boosted thanks to a 3-2 victory 
over Portside. 

Nick White (2) and Jamie Butler scored, 
with Daniel Runnalls and Dale Davis reply¬ 
ing. 

Alex Crestov netted twice in Roy ale Ma¬ 
rine’s 4-2 victory against AFC Spitfire 4-2. 
Bertram Shelley and Ben Hooke also struck 
with Matt Coulhard and Neil Philpotts reply¬ 
ing. 

Winsor United were gifted two own goals in 
their 5-2 victory at Mottisfont. 

Brett Withey, George Minards and Marcus 
Buchan also scored for Winsor, while Steven 


Frampton and Harry Dancer both replied 
from the penalty spot. 

A second half revival ensured Portswood 
United reserves stretched their lead at the 
top of Junior 4 to seven points with a 4-2 win 
against Bedford Arms. 

Sam Bessant (2), Mitchell Drouet and Jamie 
Keyte struck for the leaders, with Kieran 
Britland and Ollie Warren replying. 

Rock bottom Whiteheart United drew 1-1 at 
R.S Nomansland Reserves - Aiden Foyle and 
Tom Palmer (RS) both scoring in the first 
half. 

Goals from John Hall and Ryan Dennis 
saw Hedge End City defeat Sholing Monks 2, 
Reeve Davis replying. 


In Junior 5, Lee Wilkinson fired a second 
half hat-trick to prevent second bottom side 
AFC Mayflower from completing a shock vic¬ 
tory over leaders Testwood Tornadoes. 

A Callum Wookey goal had put Mayflower 
into a half-time lead. 

A Macaulay Smith hat-trick helped AFC 
Hedge End Town defeat second in the table 
O.T’s & Romsey 4-2. 

Smith struck twice in the final five min¬ 
utes, with Matt Casey also on target. 

Athletico Romsey thumped Burridge AFC 
5-1 thanks to a brace apiece from Tom Mun- 
day and Wayne Webster. Jamie Bench-Parker 
also scored with Dave Middleton replying 
from the penalty spot. 


Johnson brace helps 
Itchen to cup win 


By Steve 

McKenna 


Itchen Saints lifted the South¬ 
ampton A Sunday Senior Cup, 
defeating Chamberlayne Athletic 
4-2 in the final. 

Aiden Johnson scored twice 
with Courtney Campbell and 
Mike Saunders also scoring. Joe 
Connery twice replied 

However, Chamberlayne will 
have another opportunity to bank 
silverware s they progressed to 
the A. J Miller Trophy final. 

A second half double from 
Nicky Simpkins was enough to 
beat AFC Riverside 2-0. 

Chamberlayne will meet AFC 
West End, who thrashed R.S 
Nomansland 5-0, in the final. 

West End raced into a 3-0 half 
time lead thanks to goals from 
Phil Proctor, Mason Baptise and 
Tom Tuckey. 

Joe Dawson and Connor Bar¬ 
nett completed the rout in the sec¬ 
ond half. 

Barway were 3-0 winners 
against Chamberlayne Athletic 
Reserves in the Charlie Godden 
Trophy quarter final thanks to 
goals from Nathan Gray, Ricky 
Hart and Wayne Atkin. 

• In the Senior Division of the 
City of Southampton Sunday 
League, Testiands hammered 
C.D.A 6-2 helped by a Luke Fowl¬ 
er hat-trick. Ryan Fuller, Craig 
Johnston and Dempsey Foreman 
also scored and Sam King twice 
replied. 

Cricketers Arms moved up to 
second with a 1-0 victory over bot¬ 
tom side Yacht Tavern. 

An own goal prevented East- 
point from becoming the first side 



Eastleigh vs Gateshead - see pages 2-3 


to drop points against AFC Car¬ 
peting in Junior 1 this season. 

Two second half goals helped 
King George to a 3-1 win over 
Bitterne Ducks, Roby Withey re¬ 


plied. 

In Junior 2, Fryern beat Hunt¬ 
ers Inn 3-1 with goals from Ryan 
Farrant (2) and Andy Probert. 
Tom Taylor replied. 


Marchwood Rangers went 
fourth with a 4-2 victory against 
Curbridge with goals from Mat¬ 
thew Hargroves (2), Ben Foster 
and Sam Johnston. 


two treble 
shooters 

There were two 8-0 scorelines in 
Junior 6 of the City of Southampton 
Sunday League, with Southern 
Sports and Testiands Reserves 
claiming big wins. 

Testiands boasted two hat-trick 
heroes against Hamwic Rovers in 
Sean Haines and Ben Baddams, 
with Joe O’Connell and Luca 
Cordeddu completing the rout. 

Joe Watts led Southern Sports’ 
romp at Abbotswood, with further 
goals coming from Dalian Fard (2), 
Dan Hammond, Tarlan Fard and 
Amish Morjaria. 

Chamberlayne Athletic ‘A’ and 
AFC Itchen reserves played out an 
exciting 3-3 draw. 

Jonny Pipes, Will Mehare and 
Jack Mitchell netted for Itchen, who 
led 1-0 at the interval, with Ryan 
Lovell, Jack Sharpe and Lewis 
Walsh. 

Second placed AFC Foretside 
defeated Riverside Rangers 1-0 with 
Tom Perry on target in the second 
half. 

Tere was a 2-1 victory for Nemesis 
over Park Gate Panthers thanks to 
goals from Shane Mair and Jack 
Waters. Matt Veale replied. 

Itchen hit 
back in style 

AFC Itchen came back from 2-0 
down to defeat bottom side Cricks 
AFC 3-2 in Junior 5 thanks to 
second half goals from Joe Sharpe, 
Rowland Ryan and Josh Mitchell. 

Mark Turnbull and Trevor 
Woodfine had put Cricks in control. 

Four goals from Sporting 
Compass’s Sam Driscoll were not 
enough to see off Banister Park, 
who claimed a 4-4 draw. Will Cox 
(2), Spencer Ayres and Jamie 
Meredith cancelled out Driscoll’s 
quartet. 

'Dead and 
buried' 

BOSS Ollie Cherrett reckons 
Christchurch’s Wessex One 
promotion hopes are all but “dead 
and buried”. 

Fifth-placed Priory have slipped 
off the pace after picking up just 
one win in their past eight games. 

They are four points adrift of 
faltering Laverstock & Ford - who 
still occupy the third automatic 
promotion spot despite having lost 
five games on the trot. 

Christchurch probably need to 
win their final five games - starting 
with the visit of Fleet Spurs this 
weekend - to stand any chance of 
squeezing into the top three. 

Cherrett said: “I think our chances 
are probably dead and buried. It’s 
very unlikely so we are looking to 
build for next season. 

“We’ve gone through a stale 
patch. The disappointing thing for 
me is that it has dragged on. We just 
needed that one win to help us push 
on. 

“It’s going to be too late now, 
that’s my feeling. 

“We have some tough games left 
and our target is to win as many as 
possible and see what happens. 

“Laverstock keep losing - I don’t 
think anyone wants to get promoted 
if I’m completely honest.” 















6 Nations in 
numbers 

63 

the highest score by 
an individual team, with 
Ireland’s 63-10 rout of Italy 
just edging out England’s 
61-21 win over Scotland. 

66 

the number of tries 
scored in this year’s 
tournament. 

11 

matches yielding bonus 
points. There were five 
bonus points for teams 
scoring four or more tries - 
England against both Italy 
and Scotland, with Ireland, 
France and Scotland also 
taking advantage of the 
Azzurri - and six for teams 
losing by seven points or 
fewer. 

3 


the total shared by the 
tournament’s leading 
tryscorers - Irish trio 
Keith Earls, CJ Stander 
and Craig Gilroy, Wales 
duo George North and 
Liam Williams, England’s 



Jonathan Joseph 

Jonathan Joseph and 
Danny Care and Scotland’s 
Stuart Hogg. 

20 

the minutes of stoppage 
time played in an 
impossibly dramatic finish 
to France’s win over Wales 
on the final day of the 
tournament. 

11 

England reached a record 
11-match winning run in 
the competition, dating 
back to its inauguration 
as the Home Nations 
Championship. 

12 

Italy have now lost a 
dozen straight games in 
the tournament. That is 
the fifth-longest run on 
the all-time list, two away 
from their own worst and 
five away from France’s 
unwanted record of 17 
between 1911 and 1920. 


5 things you can't miss in the racing week... 


THE FLAT IS BACK: Doncaster hosts the big curtain-raiser 
to the Flat season proper with the Betway Lincoln the key 
event next Sunday. The historic mile cavalry charge is 
certainly a sight to behold and luckily for those that don’t 
make the cut, there is always the Spring Mile on the same 
card as consolation. The Listed Doncaster Mile and 
Cammidge Trophy provide excellent support. 

BROCKLESBY BOOM: The Betway Brocklesby Stakes 
found itself usurped as the first two-year-old race of the 
season last year as a race at Kempton stole that particular 
bit of thunder, but the Doncaster heat is back in its rightful 
place as the juvenile opener this term. The 2016 winner did 
in fact turn out to be a thoroughly classy individual as The 


Last Lion went on to bat at all the big summer meetings, 
hitting the bar on more than one occasion before finally 
securing Group One glory in the Middle Park Stakes. 

KEMPTON COMEBACK: Kempton may have lost a bit of 
kudos when it switched the turf track for all-weather back in 
2006, but the Listed Magnolia Stakes has continued to 
attract a decent calibre of animal. Our Channel emerged 
victorious in 2015, while 2016 winner Romsdal went on to 
be third in the King George and 2015 hero Contributor 
eventually became a dual Group One winner for Godolphin 
in Australia. 

FANTASTIC FAIRYHOUSE: Sunday’s card at Fairyhouse 


is highlighted by the Grade Two Normans Grove Chase, a 
two-mile-one-furlong event that boasts some true stars of 
jump racing on the roll of honour. Klairon Davies was a 
three-time winner in the late 1990s and early 2000s, while 
Nickname and the great Florida Pearl are two other 
celebrated names to have claimed the prize. 

JUMPING THE LAST: Ascot signs off for the National Hunt 
campaign with a decent card on Sunday. The fixture is 
usually a hit with the fixture branded as ‘Spring Family Fun 
Day’. While there is a fine £40,000 novice chase and a 
juvenile handicap hurdle worth the same amount, the 
£30,000 Veterans’ Handicap Chase is sure to draw some of 
the most familiar names into action. 


The joy of 6 - the 
best bits of 2017 



England's Owen Farrell was the star performer in the 6 Nations. 


Irish fire quelled England’s world 
record-equalling winning streak 
to close another frenetic RBS 6 
Nations in Dublin. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
back at a thrilling tournament. 

TOP QUOTE 

“I’m the referee, not a coach.” 
Referee Romain Poite to flanker 
James Haskell in England’s clash 
with Italy at Twickenham. 

STAR MAN 

Owen Farrell, England 

A difficult award all-round, 
given England’s failure in Dublin 
that left them champions but not 
Grand Slam winners. Chief play- 
maker Farrell has again excelled 
for England however, that Dublin 
disappointment aside. England’s 
captain-in-waiting and even a 
dark horse to skipper the British 
and Irish Lions this summer, Far¬ 
rell’s goal-kicking continues to 
excel, but his all-court gameplay 
is fast improving. Ireland splin¬ 
tered England’s George Ford- 
Farrell axis in Dublin, which 
will give boss Eddie Jones food 
for thought. Farrell, to his credit, 
kept probing to the last and can 
be rightly proud of his role in 
England’s world record-equalling 
18-match winning streak. 

TOP MOMENT 

The look of pure incredulity on 
Courtney Lawes’ face after the 
cheapest of knock-ons as Eng¬ 
land folded under Ireland’s home¬ 
town fury in Dublin. Nothing 
said shell-shocked quite like the 
Northampton man’s poor fumble 
as England failed to handle Ire¬ 
land’s raw emotion. 

BEST TRY 

Jonathan Joseph, second try 
versus Scotland. 

The England centre’s hat-trick 


and the 61-21 thrashing should 
not diminish the fluent majesty 
of this score. The Ford-Farrell 
partnership had never worked 


better than in this seven-try rout, 
and the Scots were left bamboo¬ 
zled by the angled running lines 
that carved a chasm for Joseph 


to race home. Yes, Scotland lost 
their shape, yes the Scots’ fringe 
line-out defence proved lamen¬ 
table - but everyone always talks 
about creating then seizing space 
and how tough that can be in the 
modern game. Well here England 
pulled it off to perfection, so just 
sit back and enjoy. 

INGENUITY AWARD 

Italy’s ruckless wonders flum¬ 
moxed England at Twickenham, 
causing Eddie Jones’ men to lose 
all direction in a testing first-half 
battle. While England won out 36- 
15 their Azzurri encounter was 
littered with tribulations, and 
all thanks to Brendan Venter’s 
tactical brainwave, dubbed “The 
Fox” by Italy boss Conor O’Shea. 
Refusing to engage a ruck causes 
no offside line, so Italy’s players 
flooded England’s passing lines, 
confusing the hosts and spoiling 
their attacking rhythm. 

TOP FLASHPOINT 

Wales’ tournament ended in 
fury, with head coach Rob How- 
ley stating that the integrity of 
the game had been “brought into 
disrepute” after the dramatic 
20-18 defeat in France. Damien 
Chouly’s lOOth-minute converted 
try sealed Les Bleus’ controver¬ 
sial victory, amid allegations of 
a bite on wing George North and 
manipulation of the head-injury 
protocols. 

Wales claimed France prop Uini 
Atonio was replaced by Rabah 
Slimani in the lengthy added time 
at the end of the game under the 
false veil of a Head Injury Assess¬ 
ment (HIA). 

Slimani is the far more power¬ 
ful scrummager of France’s two 
props, and from a series of set- 
pieces the hosts eventually se¬ 
cured their win. The fall-out from 
this remarkable denouement 
could run and run. 
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End in sight for Everton's Goodison Park 



Goodison Park. 


Everton’s long stay at Goodison Park 
looks set to come to an end in the near 
future with the confirmation a deal has been 
agreed for the site at Bramley Moore Dock 
to be their new home. 

Here is a look at the ground’s storied 
history. 

1892: Goodison Park was the first major 
football stadium built in England, with Kelly 
Brothers of Walton spending £3,000 to lay 
out the ground and build stands on three 
sides. The ground opened on August 24, 
1892 and the 12,000-strong crowd 
confusingly witnessed a short athletics 
meeting followed by a selection of music 
and a fireworks display. Everton’s first 


match was staged there on September 2, 
1892 - a 4-2 win over Bolton. 

1894: The ground hosted its first FA Cup 
final when Notts County beat Bolton, 
watched by a crowd of 37,000. 

1895: A new Bullens Road stand was built 
at a cost of £3,407 and the open Goodison 
Road side was covered for £403, according 
to the records from the time. 

1907: A double-decker stand was built at 
the Park End. 

1909: The large Main Stand was built, 
housing all the offices and players’ facilities 
and survived until 1971. 

1921: Lancashire’s rugby team took on 
Australia’s national side at Goodison, losing 
29-6. 


1924: Baseball teams Chicago White Sox 
and New York Giants held an exhibition 
game in front of 2,000 spectators. 

1938: Goodison became the only ground 
in Britain to have four double-decker stands 
with the opening of the new Gwladys Street 
Stand. 

1948: Goodison recorded its record 
attendance, with 78,299 present for the 
derby against Liverpool in Division One. 

1971: A new £1 million Main Stand was 
erected and, for three years, was the largest 
in Britain. 

2016: The stadium hosted the first outdoor 
boxing event in Liverpool since 1949 when 
Everton fan Tony Bellew defeated llunga 
Makabu in a WBC Cruiserweight title fight. 


Shaping up nicely 
for ultimate goal 



England captain Dylan Hartley lifts the 6 Nations trophy in Dublin. 


ENGLAND secured the RBS 6 
Nations title but were denied the 
Grand Slam and a record-break¬ 
ing 19th consecutive win as they 
lost to Ireland. 

Here, the Press Association 
Sport’s team of rugby writers 
assess how the teams they cover 
performed this year. 

ENGLAND 

England claimed successive Six 
Nations titles to continue their 
rebirth under Eddie Jones, who 
has overseen an extraordinary 
revival since the 2015 World Cup 
ended in failure, but back-to-back 
Grand Slams and a new record 
for consecutive Test wins proved 
elusive. 

The champions failed to scale 
the heights seen last year and 
their defeat to Ireland will sure¬ 
ly rankle knowing what was at 
stake, but their 61-21 destruction 
of Scotland ranks as their best 
attacking performance under 
Jones. The 2019 World Cup is the 
ultimate goal and England are 
shaping up nicely. 

Duncan Bech. 

IRELAND 

Just when Joe Schmidt’s coach¬ 
ing tenure faced its first tangi¬ 
ble criticism Ireland conjured a 
brutal, raw victory over England 
in Dublin. The insipid opening- 
weekend loss in Scotland left the 
Irish hamstrung from the get-go 
when it came to the Six Nations 
crown. Then a defeat in Wales, 
with Ireland repeatedly bash¬ 
ing down the unbreakable door 
of the home defence, raised new 
questions on the adaptability of 
Schmidt’s men. England were the 
bookies’ hot favourites for vic¬ 
tory in Dublin to complete their 


second-successive Grand Slam. 
Instead Ireland’s ferocious de¬ 
fence won the day, with Schmidt 
reasserting his credentials once 
more through scrambling a sec¬ 
ond-place finish. 


Nick Purewal 

SCOTLAND 

Fourth place seems scant reward 
for a campaign where Vern Cot¬ 


ter’s side ripped up the record 
books and wrote a new chapter for 
Scottish rugby. They opened the 
championship with a win for the 
first time in 11 years, beat Wales 
for the first time in a decade and 
ended the tournament with three 
wins - a feat last achieved in 2006. 
Their haul of 14 tries is also a 
Scottish new record. 

Yet Cotter, who bows out after 
three years in charge, will depart 
Murrayfield thinking ‘what if’. In¬ 
juries to props A1 Dickinson and 
WP Nel before the tournament 
and skipper Greig Laidlaw during 
their second match hampered his 
side when they believed a tilt at 
the title was on. The record-equal- 
ling 40-point loss to England is a 
reminder there are still improve¬ 
ments to be made. 

Andy Newport 

WALES 

Wales’ Six Nations campaign 
ended with a controversial inju¬ 
ry-time defeat against France in 
Paris, which consigned them to a 
fifth-placed finish. 

It was very much a case of what 
might have been - or should have 
been - with a late loss to champi¬ 
ons England being followed by a 
second-half no-show against Scot¬ 
land in Edinburgh. 

The highlight was an impres¬ 
sive three-try victory over Ire¬ 
land, but in terms of league table 
positions, it was Wales’ worst Six 
Nations campaign since 2007. , 
while wing George North’s two- 
try demolition job on Ireland un¬ 
derlined his quality.But moments 
of brilliance were accompanied 
by costly collective switch-offs, 
as the much-coveted 80-minute 
performance eluded Wales more 
often than not. 

Andrew Baldock 


Stand-out 

seven 


The 2017 RBS 6 Nations finished 
on Saturday with tournament 
winners England denied a second 
successive Grand Slam after losing 
13-9 to Ireland in Dublin. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
seven players who have stood out 
during this year’s Championship. 

STUART HOGG 
(Scotland) 

The full-back was named the 
Championship’s best player in 2016 
and he has been the tournament’s 
most exhilarating runner once 
again. Will provide the Lions with a 
cutting edge in New Zealand this 
summer. 

OWENFARRELL 

(England) 

Described as world-class by New 
Zealand coach Steve Hansen, the 
Saracens centre played a pivotal 
role in England’s title triumph. Also 
provided 63 points with the boot 
and certain to be a Lions starter 
Down Under. 

JOE LAUNCHBURY 
(England) 

For so long the work of second 
row forwards in the boiler room has 
gone unnoticed. But that was before 
Wasps lock Launchbury took centre 
stage with man-of-the-match 
performances against Wales and 



Courtney Lawes. 

Italy. Topped England’s 
Championship tackle chart with 85. 

COURTNEY LAWES 
(England) 

One player’s pain was another’s 
gain when George Kruis was ruled 
out of the tournament with a knee 
injury requiring surgery. 
Northampton lock Lawes stepped 
up with Maro Itoje utilised in the 
back row and was a revelation. 

SAM WARBURTON 
(Wales) 

Lost the captaincy to Alun Wyn 
Jones before the start of the 
tournament but focusing on his own 
game proved hugely beneficial. Set 
to be a huge Lions presence again 
after leading the tourists in Australia 
four years ago. 

CJSTANDER (Ireland) 

The South-African born back- 
rower put himself into Lions 
contention with a string of vibrant 
performances. Made the most 
carries (104) in the Championship. 

LOUIS PICAMOLES (France) 

Far and away the best number 
eight in the Championship, the 
battering ram dominated every 
opponent. Made 71 carries and 
gained 362 metres in five games. 
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The only place to find and 
have a Funeral by 
Paul Capper is at. 


m 


:i- > i 

It 



^ TDaffieyM 

Independent Funeral 
Directors of Hampshire Ltd 


mrW 1 

nave'you alwayp^alted the kitchen of your dreams 
Justify paying the expensive price tag that comes willi B i|| 

Now you can by just swapping the doors and \v©lllpp 

Less hassle. Less time. Less cost... 

Free estimating and planning 

Fitted kitchens or replacement doors & worktops 

Huge choice of doors, worktops, sinks, taps & appliances 

Selection of luxury flooring now available 

DREAM DOORS * ^ 

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 

MENTION THIS ADVERT for your FREE QUOTE 
&/or senior citizen discount 

Call Jane on 02380 274413 

Visit our Showroom: 8 Falkland Court, Falkland Road, 

Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, S053 3GA - FREE PARKING _ 


Escaping to the coast, 
whenever we like, ~ t ~T] 

Sold 


it to us 









i 



in your local community 

MmipsfiJrv 



We are truly Independent 
and provide a personal 
and local service 

Will option available 
with your plan 


WITH EVERY FUNERAL 
PLAN TAKEN OUT £25* 
IS DONATED TO THE 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

Joseph House 

14 Bishopstoke Road 

Eastleigh 

Hampshire SO50 6AE. 

Call 023 80612 444 

info@cappersindependent 

funerals.co.uk 

Golden Charter ^ 

Funeral Plans 


Golden Charter 
is Proud to 
Support 


* £25 from the sale of each funeral plan, identified with The Royal 
British Legion sticker, and where plans are not cancelled, will be C 

paid to Royal British Legion Trading Limited, which gives its tax- ^1 

able profits to The Royal British Legion (Charity no. 219279) and 5) 
Poppyscotland (Scottish Charity No. SC014096). ro 
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A mvi * 

W 

Receive up to 

£ 2 , 000 * 

towards your new 
holiday home by 
the sea 


To find your nearest park call us 

on 0333 202 1418 or 
visit haven.com/ownership 


V 1 




e charged at standard UK rates and v\ 


Holiday home ownership 


n any inclusive minute bundle 


Terms and conditions: *0ffer is valid on all new and pre-owned holiday homes. Valid on all sales made between 17 March to 23 
April 2017 and to have completed by 21 May 2017. The offer is applicable to new purchases only and cannot be combined with any 
other offer, discount or promotion, except for the Help to Buy scheme. Where finance is applicable, the offer applies to all lenders 
except Evergreen who require a minimum cash deposit of £2,000. There is no cash alternative. Parks cannot be used as a permanent 
residence. Bourne Leisure Limited. Registered Office: 1 Park Lane Hemel Hempstead Hertfordshire HP2 4YL. Registered in England 
(No. 04011660). Bourne Leisure Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Financial Services Register 
No. 312847) 


Advertise 

sel jobs.com your vacancy 

from just £99 


se1jobs.com The new home for jobs in the South East 



A COMBINED AUDIENCE OF 

1 , 508 , 157 * 


*source etelmar 


02380 424960 
recruiters@se1jobs.com 
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Bathroom 

Showroom 


Simply the Best 

Luxury For Less 


Trade & 
Public 


Expert advice from helpful staff 




Independent Plumbing Supplies 


Unit 17 & 18, Belgrave Ind. Est, Belgrave Road, 
Portswood, Southampton, SOI7 3EA 


FREE PARKING 

Tel: 02380 679900 


FREE DELIVERY 

All prices exclude VAT 

fa - 
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RESULTS 


SATURDAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES 


UBMsEMSSmiBEm 

Mi'll Illllll'IIM 


Bulgaria. 

HTL-L 

.L 

Holland. 

Luxembourg. 

HTL-L 

.L 

France.. 

Sweden. 

.L 

Belarus. 


4 2 0 
4 1 0 
4 1 1 
4 2 0 
4 0 2 
Luxembourg 4 0 0 


France 

Holland 

Sweden 


Group B 


Andorra. 

HTL-L 

Portugal. 

HTL-L 

Switzerland... 

HTL-L 


Switzerland 4 2 0 

Portugal 4 2 0 

Hungary 4 1 0 

Faroe Is 4 0 1 

Latvia 4 0 0 

Andorra 4 0 0 


...L Faroe Is... 
...L Hungary... 
...L Latvia. 


2 0 0 5 3 12 
10 16 2 9 
1 1 0 2 0 7 


0 0 2 0 10 0 


Group H 


Belgium.L ( 

HTL-L 

Bosnia-Herzegovina.L ( 

HTL-L 

Cyprus.L I 

HTL-L 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Belgium 4 2 0 0 12 1 

Greece 4 110 3 1 

B-Herzegovina4 2 0 0 7 0 

Cyprus 4 10 1 3 4 

Estonia 4 10 1 4 2 

Gibraltar 4 0 0 2 1 10 


0 0 6 1 10 


0 0 2 1 13 3 


Sky Bet League One 


AFC Wimbledon.0 

HT 0-1 

Bury.0 

HT 0-0 

Chesterfld.1 

Dennis 51 

HT 0-3 

Coventry.1 

Thomas 80 
HT 0-0 

Gillingham.0 

HT 0-0 

Northmptn.0 

HT 0-0 

Oldham.1 

Obadeyi 44 
HT 1-0 

Shrewsbry.0 

HT 0-0 

Swindon.1 

Thomas 90 
HT 0-0 

Port Vale.0 

HT 0-0 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Sheff Utd 39 13 3 3 32 14 

Bolton 39 12 5 3 32 16 

Fleetwood T 39 11 7 2 33 19 

Bradford 39 8 12 0 31 17 

Scunthorpe 39 10 6 3 36 18 

Southend_ _ _3_9_ _9_ _7_ _ 3_ 34 _2_4_ 

Millwall 38 11 6 3 28 13 

Rochdale 38 11 5 3 41 23 

Bristol R 40 11 6 3 36 22 

Oxford Utd 39 8 4 7 23 23 

Peterboro 40 7 6 7 32 29 

Walsall 39 10 4 5 31 23 

Wimbledon 39 7 6 6 31 23 

Northmptn 40 9 3 8 33 26 

M K Dons 39 6 6 8 26 31 

Charlton 39 6 8 5 23 16 

Bury 40 8 3 9 33 30 

Oldham 40 6 8 6 15 17 

Gillingham 40 7 8 5 26 25 

Shrewsbry 39 8 4 7 22 23 

Port Vale 38 9 6 5 30 26 

Swindon 40 7 4 9 21 21 

Chesterfld 40 6 5 9 24 33 

Coventry 40 6 6 8 19 23 


Southend.2 

Ranger 35 
Cox 64 
Att 4,803 

Fleetwood Town.0 

Att 4,174 

Rochdale.3 

Henderson 16 
Camps 40 
Allen 42 
Att 5,927 

Bristol R.0 

Att 11,946 

Peterboro.1 

Morias 90 
Att 7,561 

Oxford Utd.0 

Att 7,434 

Sheff Utd.1 

O’Shea 50 
Att 8,448 

Bolton.2 

Beevers 51 
Le Fondre 66 
Att 7,532 

Millwall.0 

Att 7,038 

M K Dons.0 

Att 3,887 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

10 7 3 42 30 79 

10 4 5 30 18 75 

8 5 6 22 17 69 

8 6 5 21 19 66 

8 4 8 30 28 64 

---_ 8 _-_ 5 __7_26_23 .63 
5 6 7 25 32 60 

5 4 10 20 32 57 

4 6 10 22 37 57 

8 4 8 28 23 56 

8 4 8 23 25 55 

3 10 7 16 26 53 

5 9 6 18 25 51 

5 5 10 24 37 50 

6 6 7 22 18 48 


7 26 
9 24 
9 12 
12 25 
11 19 


11 12 
12 20 
14 14 
14 14 


30 47 
34 46 
22 45 
43 45 

32 43 

33 42 


33 33 
37 32 


SkyBet League Two 


Acc Stanley.1 

McConville 89 
HT 0-0 

Barnet.3 

Weston 70 
Akinde 77,79 
HT 0-1 

Blackpool.2 

Samuel 21 
Vassell 80 
HT 1-1 

Cambridge.0 

HT 0-0 

Carlisle.0 

HT 0-1 

Colchester.2 

Porter 4,31 
HT 2-0 

Crawley.3 

Collins 23 
McNerney 29 
Boldewijn 32 
HT 3-0 

Exeter.3 

Wheeler 88 
Brown 90 
Reid 90 
HT 0-0 

Morecambe.1 

Mullin 6 
HT 1-3 

POMPEY.2 

Bennett 42 
Naismith 59 
HT 1-0 

Wycombe.0 

HT 0-1 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Doncaster 38 13 6 0 38 17 

Plymouth 38 11 3 6 33 26 

POMPEY 39 11 3 5 36 15 

Stevenage 39 10 1 8 41 28 

Blackpool 39 8 8 3 33 20 

Luton 39 8 6 5 30 22 

Exeter_ _ _ _ _3_9_ _6_ _5_ _ 8_ 29_ _2_3_ 
Carlisle 39 9 6 5 30 30 

Mansfield 39 9 6 5 29 17 

Colchester 39 12 2 5 36 26 

Wycombe 39 9 5 5 23 16 

Cambridge 38 6 5 9 24 26 

Grimsby 39 7 5 7 24 22 

Barnet 39 5 9 6 24 27 

Acc Stanley 38 7 7 5 29 23 

Crewe 39 6 6 7 25 21 

Crawley 39 8 4 7 23 23 

Yeovil 39 7 7 6 21 21 

Morecambe 39 6 1 13 21 35 

Notts Cnty 39 5 7 8 20 26 

Hartlepool 39 6 7 6 25 24 

Cheltnham 39 5 7 8 21 23 

Newport Co 39 2 8 9 21 34 

Leyton O 39 3 1 16 16 34 


Grimsby.1 

Asante 70 
Att 2,312 

Cheltnham.1 

Wright 16 

Att 1,861 

Hartlepool.1 

Alessandra 18 
Att 5,374 

Stevenage.0 

Att 5,520 

Crewe.2 

Cooke 34 
Bowery 60 
Att 4,695 

Luton.1 

Vassell 90 
Att 5,445 

Leyton O.0 

Att 2,918 

Yeovil.3 

Zoko 62 
Harrison 70 
Lacey 78 
Att 5,492 

Mansfield.3 

Rose 4,33 
Whiteman 39 
Att 1,497 

Newport County.1 

Samuel 77 

Att 17,364 

Notts Cnty.1 

Ameobi 27 
Att 4,362 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

10 3 6 37 27 78 

11 3 4 25 14 72 

9 5 6 25 20 68 

9 4 7 23 24 62 

7 7 6 28 20 60 

7 9 4 26 15 60 

_11 _ _ 3 _ _ 6 _ 34 24 59 

6 8 5 26 28 59 

6 7 6 19 26 58 

4 7 9 19 25 57 

6 5 9 24 31 55 

9 4 5 24 16 54 

7 5 8 22 26 52 

7 6 6 26 26 51 

5 6 8 19 26 49 

6 6 8 20 33 48 

5 5 10 24 37 48 

3 9 7 21 30 46 

7 6 6 25 26 46 

8 0 11 23 39 46 

4 4 12 24 41 41 

4 5 10 18 32 39 

5 4 11 22 30 33 

6 4 9 25 36 32 


Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’ship 


Ayr Utd. 

El Alagui 45 
Crawford 51 
HT 1-1 

Hibernian... 

Ambrose 75 
Keatings 90 
HT 0-0 

Morton. 

HT 0-1 

Raith. 

Hardie 10 
HT 1-1 


Hibernian 

P W 
29 7 

D 

6 

L 

1 

F 

28 

A 

12 

W 

9 

D 

4 

L 

2 

F 

18 

A 

8 

Pt 

58 

Falkirk 

30 

7 

4 

4 

26 

18 

6 

5 

4 

23 

16 

48 

Morton 

28 

8 

5 

1 

19 

10 

5 

4 

5 

20 

18 

48 

Dundee Utd 28 

8 

4 

1 

22 

11 

4 

4 

7 

16 

20 

44 

Queen Sth 

30 

5 

3 

7 

20 

24 

4 

6 

5 

17 

18 

36 

Dunfrmline 

29 

4 

6 

4 

22 

21 

4 

5 

6 

15 

17 

35 

Raith 

30 

6 

5 

5 

18 

19 

2 

4 

8 

11 

22 

33 

Dumbarton 

30 

4 

6 

5 

16 

17 

3 

4 

8 

24 

32 

31 

Ayr Utd 

29 

4 

3 

8 

13 

26 

3 

7 

4 

15 

19 

31 

St Mirren 

29 

3 

5 

7 

12 

20 

3 

4 

7 

19 

26 

27 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 


HOME 

P W D L F A 
Livingston 30 10 1 4 33 14 


W D L F A Pt 
10 2 3 32 16 63 


Alloa 30 
Brechin 30 
East Fjfe _ _ 29 
Airdrieonians30 
Queen Park 29 
Stranraer 30 
A[bto_n_R_ _ _ _2_8_ _ 


4 27 19 
6 21 18 
4 21 14 
7 21 28 

6 14 19 

7 22 23 
6 16 18 


13 5 7 21 25 
Stenhsmuir 30 4 3 8 19 33 


2 30 18 52 
7 18 19 45 
5161842 
7 28 31 42 

5 16 22 38 
7 17 21 34 

6 19 22 34 
~ 6 ~ 16 23 33 

9 19 25 29 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 


Annan Athletic.1 

Smith 76 
HT 0-0 

Arbroath.0 

HT 0-0 

Clyde.2 

MacDonald 25 
Gormley 63 pen 
HT 1-0 

Edinburgh City.3 

Gair 37,48 pen 
Caddow 85 

Forfar.2 

Denholm 45 
Cox 84 pen 

HT 1-1 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Forfar 30 7 4 4 32 23 

Arbroath 30 7 5 4 27 15 

Annan Ath 30 10 1 4 26 16 

Elgin___3_0_ _7_ _3_ _ 4_ 31_ _17_ 

Stirling A 30 6 5 4 19 18 

Montrose 30 3 5 7 17 29 

Berwick 30 5 3 7 25 28 

Edinburgh 30 3 5 7 17 19 

Clyde 30 6 3 6 27 26 

Cowdenbth 30 3 2 10 12 22 


Scottish Challenge Cup Final 


Dundee Utd... 

Andreu 37 
Mikkelsen 75 
HT 1-1 


Vanarama National League 


P w 

Lincoln City 36 12 


D L F A 


Dumbarton.1 

Thomson 21 

Att 1,608 

Falkirk.1 

Sibbald 77 

Att 16,140 

Dunfrmline.1 

Wedderburn 16 

Att 2,670 

Queen Sth.1 

Dobbie 24 


Forest Grn 39 11 
Tranmere 37 12 
Dagenham 39 11 
Aldershot_ _ _4_0_13_ 
Gateshead 40 9 
Dover 38 11 
Barrow 39 11 
Macclesfld 36 8 
Wrexham 40 10 
EASTLEIGH 40 7 
Boreham W 40 8 
Chester FC 38 8 
Bromley 39 9 
Solihull Mrs 39 7 
Sutton Utd 38 11 
Guiseley 40 9 
Braintree Tn 40 5 
Maidstone 38 6 
Woking 40 7 


1 42 22 
3 24 13 
6 30 25 
3 34 12 


5 5 32 

1 7 34 

7 7 21 


9 2 I 


17 


4 4 40 24 
7 2 33 14 

2 8 24 19 

5 5 22 19 

6 7 25 23 

7 5 20 10 

3 8 34 26 
9 24 32 
9 32 33 
4 30 20 


5 6 Z 


27 


4 11 20 32 
4 9 26 37 
6 7 28 28 


6 4 
4 2 


8 32 
6 26 

5 25 

9 17 

6 27 
9 20 

7 23 
9 21 

8 23 
12 15 
12 16 

8 27 

9 23 
14 28 


38 6 


Torquay 
York 

Southport 
N Ferriby 40 

Bromley. 

HT 0-0 

Dagenham . 

Raymond 82 
HT 0-0 

EASTLEIGH.. 

Obileye 59 
HT 0-0 

Guiseley. 


7 6 27 24 
4 9 28 37 
2 13 13 32 

.0 


3 5 11 15 

1 8 10 14 

3 3 14 17 

5 1 14 13 

Chester FC 


Durrell 88 
Att 1,237 

.0 


HT 0-1 

Lincoln City... 

Angol 55 
Kelly 61 og 
Habergham 76 
HT 0-1 


Miller 15,80 pen 
Modeste 67 
Lafayette 90 pen 


POOLS 


t— CM 00 "vl" 


Alloa. 

.2 

Queen Park.2 

Macclesfld.1 

Flannigan 18 

Taggart 54 


Galt 28 
MacPherson 90 

HT 0-0 

HT 1-1 


Att 675 

Solihull Moors.1 

Brechin. 

.2 

East Fife.1 

Green 65 

Watt 20 


Duggan 56 pen 

Afolayan 74 

Jackson 90 

HT 1-0 

Livingston. 

.4 

Att 525 

Airdrieonians.2 

HT 0-3 

Mullen 8,62 


Conroy 34 

Southport. 

Gallagher 10 


Ryan 90 pen 

Nolan 81 

Cadden 85 

HT 2-1 


Att 832 

HT 0-0 

Sutton Utd.1 

Peterhead. 

.2 

Stranraer.2 

Deacon 14 

McAllister 8 


Malcolm 18 

Collins 23 

Redman 90 


Robertson 24 

Biamou 34 

HT 1-2 

Stenhsmuir. 

.0 

Albion R.3 

Cadogan 63,83 

HT 3-0 

HT 0-0 


R Stewart 58,63 
McBride 90 

Att 433 

Tranmere. 

Cook 54 

HT 0-0 


...3 Forest Grn.1 

Doidge 10 


Att 6,798 

0 Aldershot.2 

Benyu 59 
McClure 83 
Att 1,586 

2 Barrow.4 

Diarra 26 
Williams 27 
Hughes 29 
Bennett 55 pen 
Att 1,820 

1 Boreham W.0 

Att 1,010 

5 N Ferriby.1 

Tinkler 48 


Att 1,664 

Braintree Town.0 


Woking. 

Sam-Yorke 13 
Lucas 25 
HT 2-1 

Wrexham.... 

Harry 47 pen 
HT 0-0 


...2 Maidstone Utd.4 

Loza 29,68,76 
Odubade 83 
Att 2,088 

...1 Torquay.1 

Reid 78 pen 
Att 3,328 


Vanarama National Lge Sth 


Cowdenbth.0 

Att 386 

Montrose.1 

Fraser 85 
Att 1,156 

Stirling A.3 

D Smith 53,81 

Kavanagh 78 
Att 606 

Elgin.0 

HT 1-0 

Berwick.3 

Scullion 7 
Murrell 74 
Rutherford 76 
Att 477 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

9 4 2 27 19 56 

8 5 1 24 13 55 

5 3 7 21 29 49 

_7_ _ 2_ _ 7_ 27 _19 _47 

5 4 6 27 31 42 

8 3 4 19 17 41 

4 5 6 18 28 35 

5 4 6 14 19 33 

2 3 10 15 29 30 

4 3 8 21 29 26 


Bath City.1 

Hemmings 45 

HT 1-1 

B Stortfrd.0 


HT 0-1 

Chelmsford.5 

Haysman 11,74 
Theophanous 54 
Church 64 
Dickson 69 
HT 1-1 

Concord Rgs.2 

Chiedozie 29,59 
HT 1-0 

Hampton & Richmond.... 1 

Odametey 60 
HT 0-0 

Margate.1 

Jackson 52 
HT 0-0 

Oxford C.0 

HT 0-0 

St Albans.1 

Walker 59 
HT 0-0 

Truro City.4 

Neal 27,51 
Harvey 42 
Cooke 66 
HT 2-1 

Welling U.0 

HT 0-0 

Weston-S-Mare.L 

Ash 90 
HT 0-0 


Wealdstone.2 

Green 34 
White 71 pen 
Att 1,006 

Maidenhead Utd.2 

Parkinson 11 
Pritchard 59 
Att 431 

Gosport Borough.1 

Wright 5 


H Hempstead... 


Ebbsfleet United.1 

Bubb 90 
Att 1,089 

Eastbourne Borough 1 

Hare 79 
Att 483 

Poole Town.1 

Roberts 77 


Whitehawk.2 

Gerring 28 og 
Mills 90 

Att 483 

Hungerford Town.0 

East Thurrock.L 

Akinwande 72 
Harris 87 
Att 433 


...2 St Mirren.1 

Loy 38 


W D L F A Pt 
11 2 5 30 20 75 

27 75 
19 73 

21 70 

22 68 
23 67 


26 65 
20 57 
31 54 
29 53 
24 52 
28 49 

28 49 
26 48 

31 48 
33 46 

32 45 

29 44 
45 41 

29 40 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pt 

Maidenhead 36 14 

4 

0 

48 

8 

11 

4 

3 

29 

17 

83 

Ebbsfleet 

36 14 

3 

1 

52 

13 

10 

5 

3 

30 

13 

80 

Dartford 

36 13 

3 

2 

38 

16 

8 

5 

5 

29 

19 

71 

Chelmsford 

36 11 

6 

1 

45 

21 

8 

6 

4 

32 

21 

69 

Poole Town 

35 

11 

4 

2 

32 

13 

8 

5 

5 

25 

22 

66 

Hungerford 

35 

11 

4 

3 

34 

16 

6 

6 

5 

27 

25 

61 

H&R 

36 

8 

4 

6 

34 

25 

8 

7 

3 

37 

24 

59 

Wealdstone 

36 

5 

6 

7 

21 

30 

11 

3 

4 

29 

20 

57 

Bath City 

36 

8 

5 

5 

35 

18 

7 

3 

8 

24 

23 

53 

St Albans 

36 10 

2 

6 

37 

28 

5 

5 

8 

26 

31 

52 

H Hempstd 

36 

8 

5 

5 

30 

29 

6 

4 

8 

37 

43 

51 

Eastbourne 

36 

9 

4 

5 

39 

27 

4 

6 

8 

27 

30 

49 

E Thurrock 

35 

6 

8 

4 

32 

21 

6 

4 

7 

30 

31 

48 

Oxford C 

36 

6 

5 

7 

18 

27 

5 

2 

11 

24 

40 

40 

Concord Rgs36 

5 

6 

7 

23 

30 

4 

5 

9 

28 

33 

38 

Welling U 

36 

7 

2 

9 

28 

22 

3 

5 

10 

25 

33 

37 

Truro City 

36 

6 

4 

8 

26 

36 

4 

2 

12 

21 

49 

36 

W-S-Mare 

35 

3 

4 

10 

22 

31 

7 

1 

10 

24 

30 

35 

Whitehawk 

36 

5 

4 

9 

20 

29 

4 

2 

12 

21 

33 

33 


Gosport B 36 6 2 10 20 42 

B Stortfrd 36 2 1 15 10 47 

Margate 36 5 2 11 15 36 


5 11 18 
2 11 15 
1 16 7 


Vanarama National Lge Nth 


Boston.2 

Vince 12 
Brown 73 
HT 1-0 

Brackley.2 

Ndlovu 40 
Byrne 44 pen 
HT 2-0 

Bradford Pk Ave.2 

Johnson 16 
Hill 80 
HT 1-1 

Chorley.0 

HT 0-3 

United of Manchester.0 

HT 0-3 

Gainsboro.3 

Wilson 33 
Worsfold 34 
Chilaka 51 
HT 2-1 

Gloucester.4 

Kotwica 6,72,79 pen 
Hopper 87 
HT 1-0 

Kiddrmnstr.1 

Brown 87 
HT 0-0 

Nuneaton.4 

Daniels 27 
Langmead 40 
Chambers 44 
Kelly-Evans 90 
HT 3-0 

Stalybrdge.0 

HT 0-0 

Stockport County.2 

ROSS 72 
Lloyd 80 
HT 0-1 


Salford City.0 

Att 1,242 

AFC Telford.1 

Dielna 68 
Att 367 

Altrncham.1 

Newby 28 

Att 516 

Curzon Ashton.3 

Stott 9 
Cummins 13,33 
Att 1,146 

FC Halifax.3 

Charles 10 
Sinnott 42 
King 43 
Att 3,149 

Darlington 1883.3 

Beck 12 
Syers 76,90 

Att 744 

Alfreton Town.0 

Att 435 

Harrogate Town.0 

Att 2,012 

AFC Fylde.1 

Dixon 66 

Att 480 

Worcester.1 

Murphy 49 

Tamworth.1 

Dyer 29 

Att 3,349 


O -i- CM CO 


(to O t- CM 


NON LEAGUE 
FOOTBALL 

Saturday, 25 March, 2017 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 

Bath 1 Wealdstone 2 
Bishops Stortford 0 Maidenhead 2 
Chelmsford 5 Gosport Borough 1 
Concord Rangers 2 Hemel Hempstead 0 
Hampton & Richmond 1 Ebbsfleet 1 
Margate 1 Eastbourne Borough 1 
Oxford City 0 Poole Town 1 
St Albans 1 Dartford 0 
Truro 4 Whitehawk 2 
Welling Utd 0 Hungerford 0 
Weston-super-Mare 1 East Thurrock 3 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: 

Biggleswade 3 Dorchester 0 
Chesham 1 Chippenham 3 
Cinderford 1 Kettering 3 
Cirencester 2 Redditch 1 
Frame 1 Slough 0 
Hitchin 0 Leamington 0 
Kings Lynn 0 Dunstable 1 
Merthyr Town 5 Cambridge City 0 
St Ives 0 Basingstoke 1 
Stratford 2 Banbury 0 
Weymouth 1 Kings Langley 1 
Division One South & West: 

Bideford 0 North Leigh 2 
Bishops Cleeve 4 Shortwood Utd 1 
Didcot 1 Yate 2 
Evesham 2 Taunton 0 
Mangotsfield 6 Bridgwater 0 
Salisbury 0 Hereford 4 
Slimbridge 1 Larkhall 5 
Swindon Supermarine 0 Paulton Rovers 1 
Wantage 0 AFC Totton 0 
Wimborne 1 Tiverton 0 
Winchester City 0 Barnstaple 3 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: 

AFC Portchester 2 Andover 0 
Bashley 1 Lymington Town 0 
Blackfield & Langley 1 Horndean 4 
Cowes Sports 0 Team Solent 2 
Fareham 2 Portland 2 
Fawley 1 Bemerton HH 3 
Hamworthy 1 Moneyfields 3 
Sholing 5 Bournemouth Poppies 0 
Verwood 1 Alresford 5 
Whitchurch 0 Brockenhurst 3 
Division One: 

Christchurch 4 Fleet Spurs 2 
Downton 2 Hamble Club 0 
East Cowes Vies 4 Pewsey Vale 3 
Folland Sports 2 Shaftesbury 6 
Hythe & Dibden 0 AFC Stoneham 2 
New Milton 0 Alton 1 
Ringwood 1 Weymouth Res 2 
Romsey 1 Andover NS 1 
Totton & Eling 1 Tadley Calleva 2 
US Portsmouth 5 Laverstock & Ford 2 
PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
Premier Division: 

Fleetlands 2 Colden Common 0 
Hedge End Rangers 2 Clanfield 0 
Liphook 4 Paulsgrove 0 
Liss Athletic 0 Bush Hill 2 
Locks Heath 4 Infinity 3 
Overton 0 QK Southampton 2 
Stockbridge 1 Winchester Castle 3 
Division One: 

Four Marks 2 South Wonston Swifts 0 
Lyndhurst 2 AFC Petersfield 2 
Michelmersh & Timsbury 1 Netley Central 2 
Combination Division: 

Bush Hill pp Paulsgrove 
Winchester Castle A-A Four Marks 
WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Division One East: 

Alresford Town 0 Baffins MR 1 
Alton 2 US Portsmouth 4 
Bosham 1 Liss Athletic 3 
Hamble Club 1 Petersfield Town 3 
Newport loW 2 Colden Common 3 
Division One West: 
Bournemouth 3 Romsey Town 0 
Lymington Town 3 New Milton Town 4 
Team Solent 3 Downton 1 
DREW SMITH GROUP 
SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
League Supplementary Trophy, semi-final: 

Athletico Romsey 1 Warsash Wasps 3 
League Supplementary Trophy, quarter-final: 
Chamberlayne AFC 3 AFC Gulf Western 1 
League Supplementary Vase, semi-finals 
Nomansland 1 Winchester 0B 7 
Bledisloe Cup 

Alderbury 4 Redlynch & W Utd 0 
Premier 

BTC Soton 7 Comrades 0 
Hedge End Town 4 Soton University 2 
Nursling 1 Braishfield 1 
Park Sports 5 Durley 1 
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